
PROPOSED REVISIONS: REGIONAL 
DISTRICT AGREEMENT 2025 

IMPACTS FOR FY26 FRRSD BUDGET
FARMINGTON RIVER REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT



FRRSD BACKGROUND 

• PRIOR TO 1992: Each town operates its own town school, administered as part of distinct superintendency unions.

• 1992: Two towns regionalize into new district with a common budget and superintendent.  



FRRSD BACKGROUND 

• New school 1998

• 30 years of collaboration

 



RDA REVISIONS:RATIONALE

Request of the Town of Sandisfield to consider sustainability issues 
related to cost apportionment. 

Subsequent vote and request of Sandisfield to amend the 
agreement to identify terms and conditions of withdrawal.  

Program and statutory changes indicated updates to some of the 
RDA’s sections.  



FRRSD ASSESSMENTS 

YEAR Total  Assessment OTIS share SANDISFIELD 
share

Percentage split

1998-1999 $1,845,233 $1,224,128 $621,105 66/34

2001-2002 $1,956,353 $1,290,108 $666,245 66/34

2004-2005 $2,187,417 $1,429,001 $758,416 65/35

2010-2011 $3,252,308 $2,073,871 $1,178,437 64/36

2015-2016 $3,711,685 $2,337,787 $1,373,898 63/37

2023-2024 $3,849,071 $2,301,992 $1,547,079 60/40



TOWN DATA BY 
YEAR:EQV



TOWN DATA BY YEAR:

INCOME PER CAPITA



TOWN DATA: SCHOOL COSTS AS % OF TAX 
LEVY,ASFT,IPC
(CURRENT RDA) 

FY 24 Basis OTIS SANDISFIELD
FRRSD Cost as % of tax levy 40.99% 47.03%
FRRSD Portion of ASFTB $1225 $1783
FRRSD Cost as % of IPC 2.98% 7.56%

FY 25 Basis OTIS SANDISFIELD
FRRSD Cost as % of tax levy 38.18% 46.43%
FRRSD Portion of ASFTB $1278 $1685
FRRSD Cost as % of IPC 2.54% 5.71%



COMBINED 
EFFORT YIELD 

(CEY)

In the Massachusetts Chapter 70 school 
funding formula, "Combined Effort Yield" 
refers to the calculated sum of a municipality's 
equalized property valuation (multiplied by a 
uniform property percentage) and its municipal 
income (multiplied by a uniform income 
percentage).  CEY is a measure of a town's 
overall ability to fund education based on its 
wealth level. 
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TOWN DATA:
ASSESSMENTS AS %OF CEY



 SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BUDGET

CAPITAL OPERATING

ADJUSTED 
OPERATINGTRANSPORTATION



PROPOSED 
APPORTIONMENT REVISION: 
TRANSPORTATION
FY26 Preliminary

 

CURRENT RDA:

Transportation assessed to towns based on three-year 
average enrollment.  FY 26: Otis 58.26%, Sandisfield 41.74%

PROPOSED REVISED RDA:

Transportation assessed to towns based on their required 
minimum local contribution fraction.  
FY 26: Otis 61.70%, Sandisfield 38.30%  



PROPOSED 
APPORTIONMENT REVISION: 
CAPITAL COSTS AND DEBT
FY26 Preliminary

 

CURRENT RDA:

Capital costs are assessed using an average of EQV 
percentage and the three-year average enrollment 
percentage. FY 26 basis: Otis 65%, Sandisfield 35 %

PROPOSED REVISED RDA:

Capital Costs are assessed using the EQV percentage. 
FY 26 basis: Otis 71.89%, Sandisfield 28.11  %  (*DLS 
2024)



PROPOSED 
APPORTIONMENT REVISION: 
OPERATING COSTS
FY26 Preliminary

 

CURRENT RDA:

Adjusted operating costs assessed to towns based on three-year 
average enrollment.  FY 26 basis: Otis 58.26%, Sandisfield  41.74%

PROPOSED REVISED RDA:

1. Adjusted operating costs are assessed by first applying the 
required minimum local contribution fraction.  (FY 26 basis: 
Otis 61.5%, Sandisfield 38.5%)

2. After preliminary operating assessments are determined 
(above), these amounts are calculated as a percent of 
Combined Effort Yield.  

3. If the preliminary operating assessment amounts vary by 
more than 20 percentage points, incremental adjustment 
will be made up or down until the difference in percent 
does not exceed 20%.  

Assessment, Preliminary FY26: Otis 66%, Sandisfield 34%



16All differences GREATER than those for FRRSD indicated in 
red

KEY SUMMARY 
DATA

Benchmark Analysis 
Summary

Considers All 33 
MA 2-Town Regional 

Districts,
 

FY23 data provided by 
DESE



FY26 PRELIMINARY BUDGET

Total Expenditures:  $5,416,273     
Increase over FY25: 8.8%

Offsets applied FY26
*Grants: $103,123 - salaries & cont serv
*Sch. Choice Rev. $225,000 - salaries
*Rural Aid: $50,000 - maint
*Circuit Breaker $28,025 - SN Tuition

Increase over FY25 after offsets:  -.43%



FY26 PRELIMINARY BUDGET

Additional offsets to reduce assessments: 

*Excess and Deficiency: $200,000
*Regional Transportation Aid: $204,765
*Reg. Transportation Reserve: $202,000



FY26 PRELIMINARY BUDGET

FY26 Preliminary: Assessments to Towns

CURRENT RDA/ 
Change from FY25

Proposed RDA/
Change from FY25

Otis $2,259,296

-5.29%

$2,452,199

+2.80%

Sandisfield $1,454,901

-7.93%

$1,261,997

-20.1%





PROPOSED APPORTIONMENT REVISIONS: IMPACTS
(FY26 Preliminary Budget) 

Current RDA Proposed RDA

%Apportionment Change, Otis
%Apportionment Change, Sandisfield

-5.92%
-7.93%

+2.80%
-20.14%

ASFTB Change, Otis 
ASFTB Change, Sandisfield

 -$68
-$134

*+$36
*-$339

FRRSD Apportionment Share, Otis
FRRSD Apportionment Share, Sandisfield

60.8%
39.2%

66.02%
33.98%

Assessment as %of CEY, Otis
Assessment as %of CEY, Sandisfield

51.3%
92.9%

60.6%
80.6%



OTHER PROPOSED RDA CHANGES

Section I

Section I: 
Clarification of 
PreK Program 

Section II

Section II: 
Composition of 
School 
Committee

Section IX

Section IX: 
Withdrawal and 
Termination

Section XIII

Section XIII: 
Periodic Review



POSSIBLE OUTCOMES

Proposed RDA approved by towns and DESE Commissioner.

Proposed RDA rejected by one or both towns, current RDA 
remains in effect. 

Sandisfield re-issues request for terms of withdrawal.

Proposed RDA rejected by one or both towns, current RDA 
remains in effect. SC returns to the drawing board.



QUESTIONS?
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