
P R O P O S E D  R E V I S I O N S :  
R E G I O N A L  D I S T R I C T  

A G R E E M E N T  2 0 2 5

F A R M I N G T O N  R I V E R  R E G I O N A L  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T



F R R S D  B A C K G R O U N D  

• PRIOR TO 1992: Each town operates its own town school, administered as part of distinct superintendency unions.

• 1992: Two towns regionalize into new district with a common budget and superintendent.  



F R R S D  
B A C K G R O U N D  

• New school 1998

• 30 years of collaboration



R D A  R E V I S I O N S : R A T I O N A L E

Request of the Town of Sandisfield to consider sustainability 
issues related to cost apportionment. 

Subsequent vote and request of Sandisfield to amend the 
agreement to identify terms and conditions of withdrawal.  

Program and statutory changes indicated updates to some of the 
RDA’s sections.  



F R R S D A S S E S S M E N T S  

YEAR Total  
Assessment

OTIS share SANDISFIELD 
share

Percentage split

1998-1999 $1,845,233 $1,224,128 $621,105 66/34

2001-2002 $1,956,353 $1,290,108 $666,245 66/34

2004-2005 $2,187,417 $1,429,001 $758,416 65/35

2010-2011 $3,252,308 $2,073,871 $1,178,437 64/36

2015-2016 $3,711,685 $2,337,787 $1,373,898 63/37

2023-2024 $3,849,071 $2,301,992 $1,547,079 60/40



T O W N  
D A T A  B Y  
Y E A R : E Q V



T O W N  D A T A  B Y  Y E A R :

I N C O M E  P E R  C A P I T A



T O W N  D A T A :  S C H O O L  C O S T S  A S  
%  O F  T A X  L E V Y , A S F T , I P C
( C U R R E N T  R D A )  

FY 24 Basis OTIS SANDISFIELD

FRRSD Cost as % of tax levy 40.99% 47.03%

FRRSD Portion of ASFTB $1225 $1783

FRRSD Cost as % of IPC 2.98% 7.56%

FY 25 Basis OTIS SANDISFIELD

FRRSD Cost as % of tax levy 38.18% 46.43%

FRRSD Portion of ASFTB $1278 $1685

FRRSD Cost as % of IPC 2.54% 5.71%



C O M B I N E D  
E F F O R T  

Y I E L D  ( C E Y )

In the Massachusetts Chapter 70 school 
funding formula, "Combined Effort Yield" 
refers to the calculated sum of a municipality's 
equalized property valuation (multiplied by a 
uniform property percentage) and its 
municipal income (multiplied by a uniform 
income percentage), essentially representing a 
measure of a town's overall ability to fund 
education based on its wealth level.



T O W N  D A T A :
A S S E S S M E N T S  A S  % O F  C E Y



P R O P O S E D  
A P P O R T I O N M E N T  
R E V I S I O N S :  
T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

CURRENT RDA:

Transportation assessed to towns based on three-year average 
enrollment.  FY 25 basis: Otis 57.56%, Sandisfield 42.44%

PROPOSED REVISED RDA:

Transportation assessed to towns based on their required 
minimum local contribution fraction.  FY 25 basis: Otis 61.5%, 
Sandisfield 38.5%



P R O P O S E D  
A P P O R T I O N M E N T  
R E V I S I O N :  
C A P I T A L  C O S T S  
A N D  D E B T

 

CURRENT RDA:

Capital costs are assessed using an average of EQV percentage 
and the three-year average enrollment percentage. FY 25 basis: 
Otis 66%, Sandisfield 34%

PROPOSED REVISED RDA:

Capital Costs are assessed using the EQV percentage. FY 25 
basis: Otis *74.25%, Sandisfield *25.75%  (*DLS 2022)



P R O P O S E D  
A P P O R T I O N M E N T  
R E V I S I O N :  
O P E R A T I N G  
C O S T S

 

CURRENT RDA:

Adjusted operating costs assessed to towns based on three-year 
average enrollment.  FY 25 basis: Otis 57.56%, Sandisfield 42.44%

Total Assessment FY25 Basis: 60%, Sandisfield 40%

PROPOSED REVISED RDA:

1. Adjusted operating costs are assessed by first applying the 
required minimum local contribution fraction.  (FY 25 basis: 
Otis 61.5%, Sandisfield 38.5%)

2. After preliminary operating assessments are determined 
(above), these amounts are calculated as a percent of 
Combined Effort Yield.  

3. If the preliminary operating assessment amounts vary by more 
than 20 percentage points, incremental adjustment will be 
made up or down until the difference in percent does not 
exceed 20%.  

Estimated Total Assessment FY25 Basis: Otis 68.33%, Sandisfield 
31.67%



P R O P O S E D  A P P O R T I O N M E N T  
R E V I S I O N S :  I M P A C T S ( F Y 2 5  B A S I S )  

Current RDA Proposed RDA

Apportionment Change
%Apportionment Change, Otis
%Apportionment Change, Sandisfield

$0
0.00%
0.00%

$324,136
13.59%
-20.51%

ASFTB Change, Otis 
ASFTB Change, Sandisfield

$0
$0

+$174
- $346

ASFTB as % of IPC, Otis
ASFTB as % of IPC, Sandisfield

6.49%
12.30%

6.83%
11.13%

FRRSD Apportionment Share, Otis
FRRSD Apportionment Share, Sandisfield

60.15%
39.15%

68.33%
31.67%

Assessment as %of CEY, Otis
Assessment as %of CEY, Sandisfield

55.22%
104.75%

62.86%
82.86%



O T H E R  P R O P O S E D  R D A  
C H A N G E S

Section I

Section I: 
Clarification of 
PreK Program 

Section II

Section II: 
Composition of 
School 
Committee

Section IX

Section IX: 
Withdrawal and 
Termination

Section XI

Section XI: 
Periodic Review



P O S S I B L E  O U T C O M E S

Proposed RDA approved by towns and DESE Commissioner.

Proposed RDA rejected by one or both towns, current RDA 
remains in effect. 

Sandisfield re-issues request for terms of withdrawal.



Q U E S T I O N S ?
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