
Farmington River Regional School District
School Committee Meeting

Meeting #432

MINUTES

Farmington River Elementary School Computer Lab
Monday, May 1st, 2023

7:00 PM

Masks Optional
Call in number to listen only; community participation requires being in person.

Phone number: 605-313-5711 Access code - 7622376

Members Present: Alex Bowman, Deb Fogel, Roger Kohler, Carol Lombardo, Phil Magovern, Carl
Nett, Arlene Tolopko

Also Present: Eric Jesner, Robert Putnam, Caroline Stamm

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Carol Lombardo.
A. Roll Call: Alex Bowman, Deb Fogel, Roger Kohler, Carol Lombardo, Phil Magovern, Carl

Nett, Arlene Tolopko
II. Public Comment:

A. Cecily Goulange, the President of the FRES PTA, approached the School Committee
with a public statement on behalf of the PTA promoting the Scree-Free Week Events and
the Scholastic Book Fair. She asked for donations to help fund students who cannot
afford to purchase books from the Book Fair if anyone is able and willing to donate to
ensure every student can take a book home.

B. Denise Hardie mentioned that during the Bingo Night tonight, she spoke with a
school-choice parent whose students are in their first year here, and she is happy to be a
part of FRES with the community support and culture we’ve created.

III. Acceptance of Minutes:
- Meeting #429 from March 29th, 2023 (Special Meeting)
- Meeting #430 from April 3rd, 2023
- Meeting #431 from April 10th, 2023 (Special Meeting)

A. Deb Fogel motioned to accept the minutes from meetings #429, #430, and #431.
B. Arlene Tolopko seconded the motion.
C. VOTE: Alex Bowman, Deb Fogel, Roger Kohler, Carol Lombardo, Phil Magovern, Carl

Nett, and Arlene Tolopko were in favor. There were no objections, and the motion
passed to accept the minutes from meetings #429, #430, and #431.

IV. Superintendent’s Report:
- Safety Recommendations from the Otis Police Department
- Principal and Business Administrator Search Update
- May 3rd Literacy Night
- The inter-district school choice law (G.L. c.76, s.12B) requires all districts to accept incoming
school choice students unless the school committee votes not to participate or votes to limit the
number of incoming students in particular grades. The recommendation of the administration is
to accept incoming students at all grades.

A. Safety Recommendations from the Otis Police Department:
1. Rob acknowledges receipt of a letter from Kris McDonough, the Otis Chief of
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Police, writing recommendations to replace or refurbish the front doors/window to
prevent unwanted entry.

a) This conversation began as a response to the Nashville shooting. It was
prompted by Laurie Flower, who is updating safety manuals, and will be a
topic for the Building and Grounds Subcommittee once it is formed.

B. Principal Search Update:
1. Laurie Flower has been chosen as the new principal for FRES.

a) This decision comes from mutual agreement from Rob and Timothy Lee,
the new Superintendent, with agreement from the School Committee.

2. Rob discussed the mutual benefits of combining their backgrounds and skills.
a) He highlighted that Tim has ample experience as an elementary school

principal and has mentored many principals, which will aid Laurie in
stepping into this role. Laurie has established relationships with staff &
members of the district and can guide Tim’s entry into the district.

3. Laurie offered a statement of acceptance and gratitude for the appointment.
C. Business Administrator Search Update:

1. Rob has consulted with the Massachusetts Association of School Business
Officials (MASBO) to discuss the three options regarding filling the position:

a) Posting for Full-Time Business Administrator
b) Posting a request for proposals for Business Management Firms
c) Reach out to retired Business Managers for
d) part-time employment

2. So far, we have received several applications for Business Administrators and
one proposal from a Business Management Firm.

D. May 3rd Literacy Night:
1. The Literacy Night Committee has invited the School Committee to attend the

Literacy Night Event.
2. The event has been well received - with over 240 people RSVP’d to attend.
3. Parking: Rob has contacted Town Hall for overflow parking and will shuttle people

to the school to deter people from parking along Route 8 for safety.
E. Annual School-Choice Decision:

1. The Committee discussed how many school-choice students they could accept.
a) Rob suggests an enrollment cap of 20 students per class - we may have

more availability for school choice in some classes than others due to the
number of students already enrolled.

2. The School Committee agreed to open school-choice enrollment for all grades.
F. SPED Tiered Review:

1. We had the visit last week - the visit concluded FRES remains in compliance.
2. Mike Saporito will present the final written report when it becomes available.

G. PreK/EK Screenings: In April, FRES held screenings for incoming Pre-K and Early K
students for the 2023-2024 School Year. We anticipate 13 incoming students and will
offer additional screening appointments as needed.

H. MCAS Testing: ELA MCAS are finished, MATH MCAS are coming up the week of May
15th, and Science MCAS for 5th Grade will be the following week.

V. Director of Business and Finance Report:
- Review Warrants
- Vote to close Berkshire Bank Student Activity Account & Berkshire Bank Grade 6
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A. Warrants: Eric has warrants present for anyone to review.
B. Vote to close Berkshire Bank Student Activity Account & Grade 6 Account:

1. Eric proposed closing these accounts and reorganizing the system.
2. Alex Bowman motioned to close the Berkshire Bank Student Activity Account and

Berkshire Bank Grade 6 Account.
3. Carl Nett seconded the motion.
4. Vote: Alex Bowman, Deb Fogel, Roger Kohler, Carol Lombardo, Phil Magovern,

Carl Nett, and Arlene Tolopko were in favor, there were no objections, and the
motion passed to close the Berkshire Bank Student Activity Account and Grade 6
Account.

VI. Formation of the Regional Agreement Amendment Committee (RAAC):
- The Town of Sandisfield has chosen the following people to serve on the RAAC: Carl Nett,
School Committee; Steve Seddon, Select Board; John Field, Select Board; Jonathan Sylbert,
Town Manager.
- The Town of Otis has chosen the following people to serve on the RAAC: Carol Lombardo,
School Committee; Susan Brofman, Community Member; Frank Tolopko, Community Member;
Therese Gould, Select Board.
- The committee will appoint the RAAC Chair.

A. Carol Lombardo recognized the RAAC's formation and those chosen to serve on it.
B. The Committee will postpone the appointment of a RAAC Chair until the next meeting.

VII. Other items for discussion not reasonably anticipated by the Chair 48 hours before the
meeting:

A. Subcommittees: Carol wanted to acknowledge that there is currently only one
subcommittee (the RAAC) and recognizes that the committee needs to establish more.

B. Alex Bowman: This was Alex Bowman’s final meeting as a School Committee Member.
C. Roger Kohler: This was Roger Kohler’s final meeting as a School Committee Member.

VIII. Agenda Items for June 5th, 2023 School Committee Meeting:
A. June Meeting: As a reminder, June’s meeting is the Reorganization Meeting.

IX. Executive Session
- To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may
have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the chair
so declares;
- To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel
(BHRSD), collective bargaining sessions, or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel

A. Alex Bowman made the motion to exit into executive session at 7:29 PM.
B. Carl Nett seconded the motion.
C. Vote - Roll Call: Alex Bowman, Deb Fogel, Roger Kohler, Carol Lombardo, Phil

Magovern, Carl Nett, Arlene Tolopko
I. Motion to Adjourn:

A. Roger Kohler made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:39 PM
B. Phil Magovern seconded the motion.
C. Vote - Roll Call: Alex Bowman, Deb Fogel, Roger Kohler, Carol Lombardo, Phil

Magovern, Carl Nett, Arlene Tolopko

Respectfully submitted,
Caroline Stamm
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