
12/05/2024

Dear Farmington River Elementary Families, 

As we enter the busy and exciting holiday season, I want to take a moment
to emphasize the importance of staying focused on academics and
completing homework during this time. While the festivities bring joy and
togetherness, maintaining consistent routines and study habits is essential
for your child’s continued success. Setting aside time each day for reading,
practicing math facts, or completing assignments can help students stay on
track and feel confident as we move into the second half of the school year.

You recently received your child’s standards-based report card, and I’d like
to take a moment to explain why we chose this approach over traditional
letter grades. Standards-based report cards focus on specific skills and
learning objectives aligned to state and national standards, providing a
clearer picture of your child’s strengths and areas for growth. Unlike
traditional grades, which can sometimes be influenced by factors like
participation or extra credit, standards-based grades reflect your child’s
progress toward mastering each standard. If a standard has not been fully
met yet, it doesn’t mean your child isn’t doing well—it simply indicates that
they are still developing that particular skill, which is normal at this stage of
learning.

When reviewing the report card, focus on the specific areas marked as
“progressing” or “meeting” the standards. This gives you a better
understanding of where to support your child at home. If you have
questions, your child’s teacher is always available to help clarify and provide
guidance.

As we celebrate the holidays, let’s also celebrate the acts of kindness and
community spirit that make our school so special. I want to highlight the
incredible response to our Thanksgiving food drive. Seeing students,
families, and staff come together to help others reminds me of how much
we can accomplish as a school community when we work together.

Wishing you and your family a joyful holiday season filled with quality time
together.

Sincerely,
Laurie Flower, Principal

PTA MEETING
THURS., DEC. 5 @ 7:00 PM

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING
THURS., DEC. 6 @ 3:15 PM

Dental Clinic
MON., DEC. 9

PTA HOLIDAY SHOP
THURS. DEC. 12 - FRI., DEC. 13

WINTER CONCERT
THURS., DEC. 19 @ 6:00 PM 
(PTA Baked Potato Dinner will
begin at 5:00 PM)

1/2 DAY OF SCHOOL 
FRI., DEC. 20

WINTER BREAK
DEC. 23 - JAN. 1

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
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5 : Dragon Award
15 : Spirit Award

30 : Hydra
75 : Fire

150 : Draco
225 : Beast

300 : Monster
375 : Serpent

450 : Dragonet
525 : Mythical "Name"

600 : Wyvern
675 : Firedrake
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Our second All-School Walk of the
year was a great success, with
students, teachers, and staff

coming together to enjoy a fun
and active walk. It was a

wonderful opportunity to
strengthen our school

community, promote healthy
habits, and appreciate the

outdoors.

All School WalkAll School Walk

                          Launching theLaunching the  
Accelerated Reader pROGRAMAccelerated Reader pROGRAM
We are excited to introduce Accelerated Reader to
our students at Farmington River! Students can read
an AR book, take the online quiz at school, and earn
points!! Students will earn certificates when 
they reach certain point milestones:

                                 Students can also earn a reward by 
                                 participating in this program. The
first reward will be time in the library to build with
legos and play board games for students who earn
enough points by January 17th! We want to kick off
this program and get students excited about reading!
To begin, students in K need to earn 1 point; 1st graders
earn 2 points; 2nd graders earn 3 points; 3rd graders
earn 4 points; and 4th-6th graders earn 5 points. 
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Learning about the statueLearning about the statue
of Liberty & Copper!of Liberty & Copper!

In third grade we
have been reading
and learning about
the Statue of Liberty
in our new HMH
reading curriculum.
After learning all
about the statue, we
did a science
experiment with 

copper pennies in order to mimic the process of how
Lady Liberty turned green over time. The 3rd graders
learned that the green hue that is on copper that has
been weathered is called patina. This was an engaging
and meaningful activity that incorporated both our
reading and science curriculum.

This weekend at Westfield State University, the Girls on the
Run team wrapped up their season by completing a 5k!! Mrs.
Martin and Ms. Daley are so proud of these young ladies for
giving it their best and having a wonderful season!! “Girls on
the Run, so much fun!!” Below are photos from their practice

5K before the big event!

Girls on the Run 5K!Girls on the Run 5K!

Protecting Kids Online:Protecting Kids Online:
Roblox & TikTok SafetyRoblox & TikTok Safety

Recent reports highlight online risks in 
popular apps like Roblox and TikTok. Roblox, 
a favorite among elementary age kids, faces criticism for
insufficient protections against harmful content and
inappropriate behavior. Parents are encouraged to monitor
their child’s activity, use parental controls, and discuss online
safety.

Similarly, TikTok’s engaging content may expose kids to
inappropriate material or privacy concerns. Utilize its Family
Pairing feature and regularly review privacy settings. Open
dialogue with your child about digital boundaries ensures
safer and more positive online experiences.

Schools and families play a large role in fostering digital
literacy. Encourage children to recognize and report
suspicious activity, avoid sharing personal information, and
develop a healthy balance between screen time and offline
activities. Building these habits early helps children navigate
the digital world responsibly and securely.

The full articles provide more detail and offer suggestions of
things you can implement to help keep your kids safe.

https://kotaku.com/roblox-hindenburg-report-pedophile-hellscape-
for-kids-1851668649

https://www.parents.com/kids/safety/internet/is-tiktok-safe-for-kids

In third grade we
shared a modest
Thanksgiving snack
of bread and butter
to show thanks for
our classroom and
our friendships that
have been created
in our warm and
cozy school. We
learned all the
steps to make
butter from scratch
and created this
delicious treat
together. This was a
wonderful hands
on science and
social studies
lesson that left us
with thankful
hearts and full
tummies.

https://kotaku.com/roblox-hindenburg-report-pedophile-hellscape-for-kids-1851668649
https://kotaku.com/roblox-hindenburg-report-pedophile-hellscape-for-kids-1851668649
https://www.parents.com/kids/safety/internet/is-tiktok-safe-for-kids/
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All students in all grades were invited to paint ornaments
for Otis Town Tree Lighting Ceremony on Saturday,
December 7th. Their ornaments will be on display on the
Town Hall's Tree though the holidays. Everyone is invited
to attend the tree lighting ceremony on Saturday at 4 pm.

Kindergarten students spend the majority of the morning on ELA. Kindergarten students develop foundational
skills that are essential for learning how to read, and setting the stage for future literacy success. These skills
include phonemic awareness, which involves recognizing and manipulating the sounds in spoken words, and
letter recognition, where students learn to identify letters and their corresponding sounds. Vocabulary building is
another critical area, as exposure to a wide range of words enhances comprehension and communication. 

Kindergarten reading & writing Centers!Kindergarten reading & writing Centers!

Additionally, students practice fine motor skills necessary for writing, such as holding a
pencil correctly, and develop listening and attention skills that help them follow
instructions and engage with stories. Social skills, such as taking turns and
collaborating with peers, also contribute to their ability to participate in group reading
activities, fostering a supportive environment for literacy development. The students
practice their literacy skills daily in centers weekly which include a Listening, ABC,
Poetry, Writing, and Reading center. Each center is designed to meet the learner at
their individual level so they are successful and challenged!

What’s Happening in Art Class?What’s Happening in Art Class?

In honor of Hispanic
Heritage Month,

students in grades 4
and 5 created a giant

Talevera Tile using
puzzle pieces and

papel picados
(hanging paper

banners). 3rd Grade
celebrated by making

alebrejas (spirit
animal guides).

Before Thanksigivng,
PreK, EK, and K

students practiced
sculpture skills by

creating turkeys with
modeling clay!



TEXTReminder:Reminder:  
Appropriate Recess AttireAppropriate Recess Attire
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Sixth graders are pictured
here sorting food for our
school's food basket drive.
It is a long standing
tradition that sixth graders
collect all of the donations
from classrooms, and sort
the foods in the cafeteria.
With the help of Mrs. Bush,
the students were able to
organize foods for twenty
different FRRSD families.

Sixth graders are pictured
here conducting an
experiment demonstrating
wind erosion using our
KnowAtom science
curriculum.  They will use
their data to determine if
sand dunes with plants
erode faster with wind,
compared to regular sand
dunes. Student
partnerships designed
their own experiments and
will present their data in a
formal lab writeup. 

PK/EK/K IN-SCHOOL PERFORMANCE:
PreK, EarlyK, and Kindergarten will also have an in-school
morning performance at 9:00 AM that day if you would
like to attend. This should take no longer than 15 minutes
from beginning to end. PK/EK and Kindergarten will also
be on the program to perform at the 6:00 PM program.
We encourage you to return for the all-school evening
concert with your little ones but understand if their
bedtimes keep you at home. 

PARKING: We want to ensure safe parking so we have
made the following arrangements:

We will have a parking attendant who will direct
families to available spaces.
Families may park on the left-hand side of the circular
driveway, but the right-hand side must be left open
for emergency vehicles per the order of the police
department.
The Otis DPW has kindly offered their parking lot for
overflow and we will be running shuttle vans back
and forth from the school to the Otis DPW located at
1 N Main Rd, Otis, MA 01253. 
There is no parking on Route 8 near the school. 
Staff parking will be on the back playground so it will
be closed for the evening.

PTA BAKED POTATO DINNER: 
Join the PTA for a Baked Potato Dinner before

the Winter Concert! From 5:00 - 6:00 PM,
families and community members will enjoy
loaded baked potatoes, drinks, and dessert in

the FRES Cafeteria. 
Dinners are $5 each, or 3 for $10 (with additional

dinners priced at $3 each) and are first, come
first served. 

Joining us? Click here to reserve your potato !

Students will have 
outdoor recess if temperatures 
feel like 15 degrees or above. 

Please ensure they arrive at school
dressed appropriately with coats,

hats, and gloves. 

Younger students (grades PK-3)
eager to explore the snow beyond the
cleared blacktop will need snow boots

and pants. 

Boots and snow pants are
recommended for students in grades

4-6; however, we trust our older
students to make responsible choices,

ensuring they stay warm and dry
while enjoying their time outside.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfaq69_NZLHrk-JWyO9C7bG7sDoAyBHjeoTGz_cl4Rx74JRpg/viewform?usp=sf_link


2023-2024 FRES Newsletter Archives

Local Events
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PTA UPDATE
Otis Ridge Ski Program Update - Registration for the
Otis Ridge SKi and Snowboard program is still open
with 15 spots left! Less than a dozen ski lesson spots are
still open, so click here to register your student today to
secure their spot! Email PTA@frrsd.org with questions.

Holiday Shop is Next Week! - Next Thursday and Friday, students will
have the opportunity to purchase gifts for family & friends in the PTA
Holiday Shop. Watch for more information and a helpful shopping form
in backpacks. Interested in volunteering to help? SIGN UP LINK:
https://signup.com/go/khqtAbE

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link
https://otisridge.com/store/product/frrsd/
mailto:PTA@frrsd.org
https://signup.com/go/khqtAbE

