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Dear Farmington River Families,

Our entire staff wants to extend our sincere thanks to our
incredible PTA for their outstanding efforts over the past few
weeks. Their dedication and creativity were displayed during
both Screen-Free Week and Teacher Appreciation Week.

For Screen-Free Week, the PTA organized a series of events
that brought our community together in meaningful ways.
From the nature hike to the engaging “crafternoon” and the
fun-filled bingo night, these opportunities gave our students
and families time to connect and enjoy being together away
from screens.

During Teacher Appreciation Week, the PTA once again went
above and beyond. They provided thoughtful treats and
gestures of gratitude that made our staff feel super valued and
appreciated. Their generosity and attention were amazing.

Our PTA plays a vital role in our school community. Their
commitment and involvement help make our school a
welcoming and supportive place for students and staff alike.
We are deeply grateful for all they do to enrich our school
experience.

As we head into the final stretch of the school year, we are
proud of the growth our students have shown. These last
weeks are an important time to continue working hard and
showing kindness. We look forward to celebrating many end-
of-year milestones together as a community.
Please join me in thanking our PTA members for their
continued dedication and support.

With appreciation,
Laurie Flower, Principal
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“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,

committed citizens can change the world.”                  

                                                       — Margaret Mead
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MCAS Dates: Gr. 5

Science May 18-19
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7 MCAS Testing Tips 
for Families:

Preparing for the MCAS can be a team effort! Here are
some ways families can help students feel confident

and ready for testing:

1.Prioritize Sleep – Ensure your child gets plenty of
rest, especially the night before testing. A well-
rested brain performs better!

2.Eat a Healthy Breakfast – A nutritious breakfast
fuels focus and energy. Choose protein-rich foods
and avoid too much sugar.

3.Arrive on Time – A calm and punctual morning
helps students start the day with confidence and
without added stress.

4.Encourage a Positive Mindset – Remind your child
that effort matters most. A confident attitude can
make a big difference.

5.Ensure Daily Attendance – Consistent school
attendance leading up to the test helps students
stay on track with learning.

6.Encourage Reading Every Day – Strong reading
skills support success across all subjects. Make
reading a daily habit!

7.Celebrate Effort, Not Just Scores – Praise your child
for their hard work and perseverance, no matter the
outcome.

With support from home, students can approach the
MCAS feeling prepared and confident!

Thank you for helping students arrive well-rested and on time during
testing days.

MCAS SCHEDULEMCAS SCHEDULE

Please join us for the sixth annual performance of the Farmington River Community
Productions Spring Musical, with grant funding from MCC and, for the third year, in
partnership with Berkshire Pulse Dance Studio in Great Barrington. 

This year’s script was partially written and edited by 
students, along with several of the songs. Ms. Catullo 
met with student script writers, combined all of their 
ideas into a rough story outline and worked with the 
students to organize and edit the scenes, create the 
dialogue, and select or write music/songs. This year, there 
are many original songs in the show, as well as some old 
and new favorites. The theme of this year’s show is a f
unny spoof on school life at Farmington River 
Elementary School, where all of the characters are dragons 
learning how to control their flame power!  

The number of students who take on this huge commitment is so impressive! They
all work so hard to learn their cues, lines, songs and choreography so their
performance is the best it can be for their families and friends.

It's a show you won't want to miss and it's free for all community members! There will
be refreshments and a 50-50 raffle at intermission. See you all there!

THURSDAY

@ 6:30 PM

Dragonwood Academy
of Mischief and Mayhem

Farmington
River Community

Productions
Presents

June 4th FRIDAY

@ 1:15 PM
June 5th

The Scholastic Book Fair made a
vibrant return this spring, featuring
the fan-favorite Buy-One-Get-One-

Free sale! Students enjoyed
browsing the shelves during the
school day, and the excitement

continued with special shopping
hours right before our spring

concert. It was a wonderful success
that put even more books into the

hands of our young readers. We
truly appreciate our families for
their incredible support and for

making literacy such a priority in
our community!
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                      Put a Poem in Your Pocket Day was a joyful and 
                      engaging celebration of poetry across our school, 
                      bringing National Poetry Month to life in a 
                      meaningful way. Students and staff proudly 
                      carried their favorite poems and shared them with 
                      others throughout the day. Classrooms were filled 
                      with creativity as students explored poetry through 
                      a variety of meaningful activities. Adding to the     
                      excitement, our Reading Interventionist, Patty
Melville, shared her love of poetry by visiting each classroom
and reading aloud. Her engaging approach helped introduce
students to different poets, styles, and topics, showing that
poetry can be both enjoyable 
and accessible. The day 
celebrated 
creativity while 
strengthening 
literacy skills 
& encouraging 
a lasting 
appreciation 
for reading and 
self-expression.
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Four students from our school participated in
the Special Olympics Berkshire County Track

and Field Games.  Our student athletes placed
second overall and each athlete came home
with individual medals. Athletes participated
in three events including a running race, the

long jump and softball throw.  They also
participated in a banner parade holding a

banner made by students in our art classes.  A
group of student spectators and staff

members came along to cheer on our athletes
with signs to show their support. Please join us
in congratulating our student athletes, Lilly, AJ,

Eevee and Tony! 
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A Celebration of Reading
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We are so proud to celebrate Sam Brady, our 
amazing student teacher from Westfield State 
University! 

Sam has been an incredible addition to our 
4th-grade team at Farmington River, bringing fun, 
creativity, and dedication to our classroom every single day. We hope she learned as much from
us as we learned from her! On her final day, she shared the perfect goodbye by reading Oh, the
Places You'll Go! by Dr. Seuss and gifting each student their very own copy, complete with a
special personalized note inside. It was 
such a meaningful and memorable way to 
celebrate her time with us. Congratulations, 
Ms. Brady, on this major accomplishment, 
and thank you for choosing 4th grade at 
Farmington River to complete your 
bachelor’s degree in elementary education. 
BEST OF LUCK TO YOU and all of the future 
"places you'll go"!
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3rd Grade Field Trip to
Storrowtown Village
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Our third graders recently enjoyed an exciting trip
to Storrowton Village Museum for an interactive
“Look Back Tour.” Students stepped back in time
as they explored historic buildings, learned about
daily life in the 1800s, and participated in hands-
on activities that brought history to life. This
engaging experience helped deepen their
understanding of the past while making
meaningful connections to what they are learning
in the classroom.

Thank you to the Otis Cultural Council for making
the 3  Grade field trip possible!rd
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4th Grade Bids
Farewell to Ms. Brady!
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Accelerated
Reader!

Accelerated
Reader!

Happy Reading!Happy Reading!

BEAST:BEAST:
Amos B. (3 )rd

(225 pts)(225 pts)

FIRE:FIRE:
Ryan B. (3 )rd

Mila A. (3 )rd

(75 pts)(75 pts)

05-14-26 Newsletter   |   555 North Main Road, Otis, MA   |   frrsd.org   |   413-269-4466   |  pg.5

Hydra:Hydra:
Rosa M. (1 )st

Ava M. (3 )rd

Mackenzie (3 )rd

Hazel G. (3 )rd

Ellie G. (3 )rd

Beatrice B. (4 )th

Travis R. (5 )th

Colin R. (5 )th

(30 pts)(30 pts)

SPIRIT:SPIRIT:
Clem G. (2 )nd

Matheo T. (3 )rd

Ashley B. (3 )rd

Lucy F. (3 )rd

Luke C. (3 )rd

Freya S. (3 )rd

Scarlett M. (3 )rd

Evelyn M. (3 )rd

Robert P. (3 )rd

Victoria R. (3 )rd

Liam F. (5 )th

Jordan P. (5 )th

(15 pts)(15 pts)DRAGON:DRAGON:
Fallyn P. (1 )st

Thomas G. (1 )st

Arya P. (1 )st

Cayden W. (1 )st

Alex P. (1 )st

Ryan R. (2 )nd

Hunter S. (2 )nd

Olivia M. (2 )nd

Levi A. (2 )nd

Logan W. (2 )nd

Maewen W. (4 )th

Griffin S. (5 )th

Brett O. (5 )th

Jasper K. (5 )th

Saul W. (5 )th

Thalia C. (6 )th

Henry S. (6 )th

Jackson A. (6 )th

John B. (6 )th

(5 pts)(5 pts)

Spring MusicalSpring Musical
Our school community recently
gathered for the annual Spring

Musical, showcasing a wide range of
musical talent across all grade

levels!

The concert showcased a number of
fun musical numbers, including “Mr.

Blue Sky,” "Yellow Submarine,”
“Cruella De Vil” and even “Sponge

Bob Square Pants!” There were also
delightful performances from our
Band, Chorus, and piano soloists.
Earlier that day, younger students

delighted audiences during a
morning concert featuring fun

songs about a great big moose and
“Zip A Dee Do Dah”. 

Congratulations to all our
performers on a fantastic evening of

music!
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