
04/30/2026

Greenagers Visiting Gr. 3Greenagers Visiting Gr. 3
Friday, May 1Friday, May 1

School Committee MtgSchool Committee Mtg
7:00 PM7:00 PM
Monday, May 4Monday, May 4

Gr. 3 Field Trip:Gr. 3 Field Trip:
Storrowtown VillageStorrowtown Village
Tuesday, May 5Tuesday, May 5

MCAS MATH Grades 3-6MCAS MATH Grades 3-6
MON., MAY 11 THRUMON., MAY 11 THRU
THURS., MAY 14THURS., MAY 14

Gr. K Field Trip:Gr. K Field Trip:  
Lupa ZooLupa Zoo
WednesdayWednesday, May 20, May 20

HHalf-day of schoolalf-day of school
Friday, May 22Friday, May 22
PK/EK Dismissal @ 11:30 AMPK/EK Dismissal @ 11:30 AM
Gr. K-6 Dismissal @ 11:45 AMGr. K-6 Dismissal @ 11:45 AM

Memorial DayMemorial Day
NO SCHOOLNO SCHOOL
Monday, May 25thMonday, May 25th

Gr. 1 & 2 Field Trip:Gr. 1 & 2 Field Trip:  
CT Science CenterCT Science Center
FridayFriday, May 29, May 29
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Tuesday, May 5
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MON., MAY 11 THRU
THURS., MAY 14

Gr. K Field Trip: 
Lupa Zoo
Wednesday, May 20

Half-day of school
Friday, May 22
PK/EK Dismissal @ 11:30 AM
Gr. K-6 Dismissal @ 11:45 AM

Memorial Day
NO SCHOOL
Monday, May 25th

Gr. 1 & 2 Field Trip: 
CT Science Center
Friday, May 29

Dear Farmington River Families,

As we come to the close of April, I’ve been thinking a lot about just how
much has been happening in our school. It’s been a full, busy month in
the best possible way.

This time of year also feels like a good moment to share our story more
broadly. Farmington River Elementary School is open to School Choice
students in grades K–5, and we truly welcome new families into our
community. We are actively working to spread the word about our
school and encourage more families to consider joining us.

When people ask what makes our school special, it’s honestly hard to
point to just one thing. It’s the feeling you get when you walk through
the doors. Our small class sizes make a big difference. Teachers really
know their students, not just as learners, but as people, and that shows
in the way they support and challenge them every day. Our staff brings
a lot of experience, but just as important, they bring care, patience, and
a genuine belief in each child.

There is also so much happening beyond the regular school day.
Students have opportunities to participate in after-school programs,
including sports, arts, music, theatre, foreign language, and more, along
with field trips and other experiences that give them a chance to
explore new interests and build confidence. These opportunities matter
and often end up being the things students remember most.

What stands out to me the most, though, is the sense of community.
Families are involved, staff work closely together, and our community
members in Sandisfield and Otis show up for us in so many ways and
are incredibly generous with their time and support. There’s a shared
commitment to making sure students feel comfortable, supported, and
excited to come to school. It’s something you can feel, not just describe.

As we head into the final stretch of the school year, I’m really proud of
our students and grateful for the partnership we have with our families.
If you know someone who might be considering School Choice, I hope
you’ll encourage them to learn more about our school and help us
continue to grow this wonderful community.

Sincerely,
Laurie Flower, Principal
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“The future of the world is in my classroom today.”    

                                     — Ivan Welton Fitzwater
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Upcoming Events:Upcoming Events:



MCAS Dates: Gr. 3 Gr. 4 Gr. 5 Gr. 6

Mathematics May 13-14 May 13-14 May 11-12 May 11-12

Science - - May 18-19 -
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Gateway middle school BandGateway middle school BandGateway middle school Band
Visits Farmington River!Visits Farmington River!Visits Farmington River!

Gateway middle school Band
Visits Farmington River!

The Gateway Middle School Band
recently visited Farmington River and
brought incredible energy with them.
They performed several pieces that had
our students fully engaged from the
start. What made the visit even more
special was that four of our own students
practiced ahead of time and joined them
for a few songs. Watching them perform
alongside middle school musicians was a
powerful moment for everyone in the
audience. You could feel the pride and
excitement in the room as their hard
work paid off. Thank you to the Otis
Cultural Council for their generous grant
that made this program possible, and to
Miss Jeri for writing the grant and
teaching our students. We hope this
experience inspires even more students
to take music lessons next year.

7 MCAS Testing Tips 
for Families:

Preparing for the MCAS can be a team effort! Here are
some ways families can help students feel confident

and ready for testing:

1.Prioritize Sleep – Ensure your child gets plenty of
rest, especially the night before testing. A well-
rested brain performs better!

2.Eat a Healthy Breakfast – A nutritious breakfast
fuels focus and energy. Choose protein-rich foods
and avoid too much sugar.

3.Arrive on Time – A calm and punctual morning
helps students start the day with confidence and
without added stress.

4.Encourage a Positive Mindset – Remind your child
that effort matters most. A confident attitude can
make a big difference.

5.Ensure Daily Attendance – Consistent school
attendance leading up to the test helps students
stay on track with learning.

6.Encourage Reading Every Day – Strong reading
skills support success across all subjects. Make
reading a daily habit!

7.Celebrate Effort, Not Just Scores – Praise your child
for their hard work and perseverance, no matter the
outcome.

With support from home, students can approach the
MCAS feeling prepared and confident!

Thank you for helping students arrive well-rested and on time during
testing days.

MCAS SCHEDULEMCAS SCHEDULE
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Trimester 2
awards ceremony

Trimester 2
awards ceremony
Our grades 3–6 students came together for

our 2nd trimester awards assembly, and we’re
so excited about the progress they’ve made. It

was great to see how supportive and
genuinely happy they were for one another as

classmates were recognized.

THe SPRING Book Fair is coming May 7THe SPRING Book Fair is coming May 7THe SPRING Book Fair is coming May 7  from 3:00 - 5:45 PM! from 3:00 - 5:45 PM! from 3:00 - 5:45 PM!thththTHe SPRING Book Fair is coming May 7  from 3:00 - 5:45 PM!th

Spring Concert:Spring Concert:
The evening concert on May 7th

will begin at 6 pm and is
showcasing musical talent of

students in grades 1 -6. The EK, PK,
and K concert is scheduled for

Thursday morning at 9:00 am. The
preK, EK and K classes will NOT be
performing at the evening concert,
however, you are welcome to come

with your children to watch the
other classes perform! 

Children may like to take the
opportunity to dress up a bit for the

event, and this is encouraged,
though not required. Appropriate

and neat school attire is fine. 



BIG Joe StorytellerBIG Joe Storyteller
Big Joe visited our school and put on two shows, one
for our PreK–3 students and another for grades 4–6.
From the moment he started, students were
hooked, laughing and joining in the whole time. His
humor and high energy made it easy for everyone to
connect and stay engaged. Big Joe is a longtime
performer and educator who brings years of
experience working with schools and children to his
programs. It was a fun experience, our students are
still talking about.

Big Joe visited our school and put on two shows, one
for our PreK–3 students and another for grades 4–6.
From the moment he started, students were
hooked, laughing and joining in the whole time. His
humor and high energy made it easy for everyone to
connect and stay engaged. Big Joe is a longtime
performer and educator who brings years of
experience working with schools and children to his
programs. It was a fun experience, our students are
still talking about.

04-30-26 Newsletter   |   555 North Main Road, Otis, MA   |   frrsd.org   |   413-269-4466   |  pg.4

Greetings to the FRRSD Community! 

Warmer weather has arrived, and as another school year approaches its 
end, I’d like to pass along some school district news.  

The 2026-2027 FRRSD Budget has passed through the school committee and public hearing phases 
and is on its way to town meetings in May. This was a challenging budget year as the district responded 
to significant cost increases in insurance and other areas while also preparing for declining levels of state 
education support in areas like transportation, rural aid, and Title I. Last year’s budget utilized a balance of 
$100,000 from the regional transportation revolving fund which helped keep assessment increases low. 
Unfortunately, this year we did not have a transportation revolving fund balance to use as an offset in 
preparing the 2026-2027 budget.   

By budgeting responsibly and by applying significant offsetting revenues we have managed to create a 
conservative yet comprehensive budget. Despite repeated “pencil sharpening,” our towns will still see a higher year 
over year assessment increase than they have in recent years. For Otis we project an increase of 7.53% and 
for Sandisfield 4.85%. These increases are on-par or even a bit lower than those being proposed for other 
surrounding towns and school districts. This FRRSD budget continues on a path forward with all initiatives and 
the reduction of only one paraprofessional position. As town meetings approach, we ask for your support of our 
school and our school district budget.  

Looking ahead to next year I would also like to spread the word about a few employment opportunities we project 
for the 2026-2027 school year. A district position connected with the business office, District Treasurer will be 
available for the start of the next fiscal year July. This is a very part-time but very important position charged 
with oversight of the district’s accounts. FRES seeks a qualified Music Teacher to work with our amazing 
students teaching general and some instrumental and ensemble music. We also are looking for some 
part-time limited-term Cafeteria Worker to cover a leave from the beginning of the school year through 
December. Additionally, FRES seeks individuals to serve as substitute teachers in the coming year. To learn more 
about these opportunities, please go to our website. 

As plans to expand aftercare options in the coming year, our partner agency (the Lee Youth Association, LYA) is 
seeking individuals to staff the LYA afterschool care program at FRES. LYA seeks a Site Coordinator and Support 
Staff. The Site Coordinator should have a minimum of a high school diploma, be CPR and First Aid certified (LYA 
will train) and have a minimum of one year experience working with children. The Support Staff should be 16 or older
and have an interest in working with children. High school students looking for afterschool employment are
encouraged to inquire. If you are interested in working in this program in either position, please contact Sharon Terry at
the LYA at 413-243-5535 x1 or Sharon.lya@verizon.net

Thanks for reading and have a great day!

Timothy Lee, FRRSD Superintendent

Superintendent’s CornerSuperintendent’s CornerSuperintendent’s CornerSuperintendent’s Corner
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As the school year comes to a close, the FRRSD
artists are enjoying some of their favorite

projects, including sculptures with boxes (4th
grade) and "bedazzling" gift boxes for Mother's

Day (grades 1 and 2). The 6th graders have
completed a workshop with Michael O'Rourke on
creating computer generated animation, and are

now working on yearbook cover and inside
illustrations. Earlier this month 4th graders

finished their portrait paintings using acrylic
paint while 1st and 2nd graders created

"legendary dragon" portraits on scrolls which will
be on display at the end of the month through

the rest of the school year.

"EARTH without ART would just be " "EH"....
Make some art today!!

Art with Ms. Cat!Art with Ms. Cat!

Art
Club! Art
Club! 

Art Club with Ms. Caroline has officially booted up just in time for some creative last-
minute after-school projects! Our K-1st graders kicked things off by crafting vibrant,

jeweled jellyfish using air-dry clay, colorful pipe cleaners, and sparkling beads.  Next up is
Grades 2   & 3  who are making Fuse Bead Art and Clay! It was a wonderful way to

spend some extra time after school exploring our imaginations and getting a little messy!

nd rd

Our sixth graders recently visited MASS MoCA, where
they explored the intersection of technology and art.
Students engaged with interactive exhibits that used
light, sound, and digital media, encouraging them to

think creatively about modern artistic expression.
Throughout the visit, they practiced observation and
discussion skills while reflecting on how artists use

technology to communicate ideas. It was an
engaging and educational experience that sparked

curiosity and thoughtful conversations.

Thank you to the Berkshire Taconic Fire Fund for
making this after

6th Grade Field Trip to Mass Moca6th Grade Field Trip to Mass Moca6th Grade Field Trip to Mass Moca6th Grade Field Trip to Mass Moca



04-30-26 Newsletter   |   555 North Main Road, Otis, MA   |   frrsd.org   |   413-269-4466   |  pg. 6

LOCAL EVENTS


	Farmington River  Elementary Family News
	04/30/2026
	Upcoming Events:
	Greenagers Visiting Gr. 3 Friday, May 1
	School Committee Mtg 7:00 PM Monday, May 4
	Gr. 3 Field Trip: Storrowtown Village Tuesday, May 5
	MCAS MATH Grades 3-6 MON., MAY 11 THRU THURS., MAY 14
	Gr. K Field Trip:  Lupa Zoo Wednesday, May 20
	Gr. 1 & 2 Field Trip:  CT Science Center Friday, May 29
	“The future of the world is in my classroom today.”                                              — Ivan Welton Fitzwater


	Gateway middle school Band Visits Farmington River!
	The Gateway Middle School Band recently visited Farmington River and brought incredible energy with them. They performed several pieces that had our students fully engaged from the start. What made the visit even more special was that four of our own students practiced ahead of time and joined them for a few songs. Watching them perform alongside middle school musicians was a powerful moment for everyone in the audience. You could feel the pride and excitement in the room as their hard work paid off. Thank you to the Otis Cultural Council for their generous grant that made this program possible, and to Miss Jeri for writing the grant and teaching our students. We hope this experience inspires even more students to take music lessons next year.


	MCAS SCHEDULE
	MCAS Dates:
	Gr. 3
	Gr. 4
	Gr. 5
	Gr. 6
	Mathematics
	May 13-14
	May 13-14
	May 11-12
	May 11-12

	Science
	May 18-19

	04-30-26 Newsletter   |   555 North Main Road, Otis, MA   |   frrsd.org   |   413-269-4466   |  pg. 2

	THe SPRING Book Fair is coming May 7th from 3:00 - 5:45 PM!

	Spring Concert:
	Trimester 2 awards ceremony
	Superintendent’s Corner
	BIG Joe Storyteller
	Big Joe visited our school and put on two shows, one for our PreK–3 students and another for grades 4–6. From the moment he started, students were hooked, laughing and joining in the whole time. His humor and high energy made it easy for everyone to connect and stay engaged. Big Joe is a longtime performer and educator who brings years of experience working with schools and children to his programs. It was a fun experience, our students are still talking about.
	04-30-26 Newsletter   |   555 North Main Road, Otis, MA   |   frrsd.org   |   413-269-4466   |  pg.4

	Art with Ms. Cat!
	"EARTH without ART would just be " "EH".... Make some art today!!
	Art Club!

	6th Grade Field Trip to Mass Moca
	04-30-26 Newsletter   |   555 North Main Road, Otis, MA   |   frrsd.org   |   413-269-4466   |  pg.5

	LOCAL EVENTS

