
09/19/2024

Dear Farmington River Elementary Families, 

I am delighted to report that our transition back into learning this
year has been incredibly smooth. It’s heartening to see our
students quickly adapt to their new routines and embrace the
exciting challenges that lie ahead. Our classrooms are buzzing
with energy, and it's clear that everyone is ready for a fantastic
year of growth and discovery.

We have several exciting events coming up that will further
enrich our students' learning experiences. Our Back to School
Night will be a wonderful opportunity for you to learn more about
the curriculum and how we plan to engage students in
meaningful ways throughout the year. The Scholastic Book Fair
will also be returning, offering a diverse range of books that will
help foster a love for reading and support literacy development.
Additionally, Gerry's Music will provide important information
about instrument rentals for students in grades 4-6, encouraging
musical exploration and enhancing their creative skills.

I’m also thrilled to announce that the Juckett's Bluegrass Band
will be performing this Friday, featuring our own Farmington
River staff member, Jana Pfiefer. This performance is more than
just a musical treat; it offers a unique learning experience that
highlights the value of cultural and artistic enrichment. Music can
significantly enhance cognitive development and emotional
expression, and I’m excited for our community to enjoy and learn
from this special event.

Sincerely,
Laurie Flower, Principal

I hope you will join us!

BACK TO SCHOOL &
INSTRUMENTAL RENTAL
INFORMATION NIGHT
THURS., SEPT. 19 @ 6:00 PM
This is a great opportunity to
meet your child‘s teacher and
learn more about the school year
ahead! Gerry’s Music will be here
to provide information about
renting flutes,  alto saxophones,
clarinets, and drum kits.

JUCKETTS BLUEGRASS BAND
ASSEMBLY
FRI., SEPT. 20 - TIME TBD

PICTURE DAY
WED., OCTOBER 9 
** Please note that this is a
change in date! **
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& Instrument rental
information night
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Thurs, Sept. 19
6:00 - 7:00 PM

Join us for

Grade 6 students
are creating ancient

Egyptian canopic
jars, which will

decorate a
pharaoh’s tomb in

the sixth grade
classroom. This

project compliments
their study of Africa,

it’s geography and
it’s cultures.

Girls on the Run kicked off their 4th season at
Farmington River this past Monday. Coached by Ms.

Daley and Mrs. Martin, girls in grades 3-6 will meet twice
per week for 8 weeks. They will have fun, make new

friends, increase their physical activity levels, and learn
important life skills by working together as a team. The
season will end with a celebratory 5k at Stanley Park in

Westfield on Sunday, November 24th. 

There is still time to join! Please reach out to Ms. Daley
or Mrs. Martin by this Friday, September 20th so that we

can get your child enrolled.

Girls on the Run - So Much Fun!!

Girls on the Run is Back!Girls on the Run is Back!

Dragon Naming Contest: The results are in!Dragon Naming Contest: The results are in!
Last week, we kicked off an exciting school-wide contest to name our adult and baby dragons. We
encouraged everyone to submit names that reflect our school values—names that are fun, easy to
remember, and fitting for each dragon's character. After a school-wide vote, we’re thrilled to announce
the winning names: Spirit for the adult dragon and Fire for the baby dragon. 

A big congratulations to Russell for his submission of the name Fire, 
and to Mrs. Hamill’s EK class for naming the adult dragon Spirit!
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Student Teacher Highlight:Student Teacher Highlight:  Carlie McintyreCarlie Mcintyre
I am Miss Carlie and will be a student teacher with Jonina Decker in Special Education, grades PreK-3, at
Farmington River Elementary this year! After graduating from Westfield State University in May 2024 with
my Bachelor's in Elementary Education, I started working toward my Master’s in Moderate Disabilities at
WSU. Being a teacher is something I have always wanted to do, so I am so excited to practice the skills I
am learning with a variety of different students! I will be at Farmington for the duration of the school year,
even after my student teaching is over in December! I also would love the chance to bring a PenPal
program from WSU to Farmington River this year, as I have done at previous schools. 

About Me:About Me:  

I am from North Branford, CT which is around the New Haven area. I
currently live at Westfield State and serve as a Resident Assistant in the
dorms. I am the older sister to my little brother who is now 19 years old. I
have a pet bunny named Hunny Bun that is my love. She is the star of
the residence halls! 

Family:Family:

My teaching philosophy revolves around the fact that we are all
lifelong learners and deserve the chance for equitable education.
As a teacher, I want to bring the love of learning to each and every
student. I also want students to know that school is a space for us
to build relationships and community. I am in support of growing
together and learning from each other. 

Philosophy:Philosophy:

I am following in my mother's
footsteps as she has been my
role model as a teacher for 22
years

1.

I love to foster animals,
specifically dogs, in the
summer

2.

I have acted and directed
about 16 plays in my past 

3.

Fun Facts:Fun Facts:In my free time I love to craft, read, or spend time with friends. I create
all kinds of crafts from diamond paintings to latch hooks to paint by
stickers. I also love going on long walks and listening to music.  

Hobbies:Hobbies:

NURSE’S CORNER 

Free Covid test kits
are available to be
sent home upon
request or can be
made availble in
the front office for
pick up. Please
reach out if you
need any! 

Welcome back to school! 

The Local Vaccination Clinic flyer is being sent out this week. 
This year the Otis clinic will be held at the Town Hall on

election day, Nov 5th. Registration is required. 
Please take a few minutes to review our respiratory illness

procedure that was sent out last week. 

I hope you are all able to get out and enjoy some of the
beautiful fall weather.  

If you ever have questions please give me a call or reach out
via e-mail. 

NurseGrace Terry
gterry@frrsd.org

413-269-4466 

REMINDER:
 

PLEASE RETURN YOUR 
STUDENTS INFORMATION 

PACKET IF YOU HAVE 
NOT ALREADY. 

THE GREEN INFORMATION 
CARD AND HEALTH FORMS

ARE USED IN THE
 HEALTH OFFICE. 
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In preschool we have been learning all about colors and emotions! We
discussed primary colors and explored how mixing them creates new

colors. We did an activity where students had to find their assigned color
from a tub of bears. They sorted through red, yellow, blue, and green

bears. We made happy-face masks out of paper plates and talked about
how faces can look when we're happy, sad, angry, nervous, or surprised.

We discussed what our bodies feel like when experiencing these different
emotions, as well. We finished off our week by making a collage using
different colored tissue paper to express how we were feeling that day.

We're off to a great start!

Mrs. Hamill’s Early K class has been busy practicing
name recognition through many different fun activities,

such as name puzzles and a school bus name craft.
EK practicesEK practices  

Name RecognitionName Recognition

PTA FundraiserPTA Fundraiser
Starts Today!Starts Today!

Dear FRES Families,

We are so pleased to introduce you to our 2024 Fall Fundraiser,
with Meadow Farms. Offering items such as Kringle Candles, gift
wrap, snacks and chocolates, Meadow Farms is a leader in the
fundraising world that is headquartered locally, in the Pioneer
Valley! 

Students should have come home today with a fundraising
packet. Within the packet you will find catalogs your family and
friends can order from as well as an order form. Please note that
your student’s name and PHYSICAL address needs to be written
on the order form so orders can be sent directly to your home,
without the hassle of picking up your orders at school. 

We are once again excited that this year Meadow Farms allows for
online shopping, giving friends and family members who don’t live
nearby the opportunity to shop and support our school! All they
have to do is pay a low shipping fee, and their selections will be
shipped directly to them. Simply click here to set up your student’s
online selling account. Once set up, you will be provided a
Shopping Link you can send to family and friends.

You now have until Friday, October 18 to turn in your orders!

Thank you in advance for your efforts! This fundraiser supports
many of the programs that make our school so special, and we
literally couldn’t do it without you. 
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DRAGONS DEN APPLICATION

The Farmington River Elementary Dragons Den After School Program runs Monday - Thursday from 3:00 - 4:30 PM. This
program will start on September 30th, 2024. It will follow the district calendar and conclude on May 29th, 2025. There
will be some days when the After School Program is canceled so staff can attend monthly Staff Meetings. 

Space is limited. We will try our best to accommodate your requested schedule; however, due to limited space, we may
not be able to guarantee that space on all requested days will be available. A lottery system will be used to determine
participants if needed.

Farmington River offers a wide variety of academic and athletic clubs for students from Kindergarten through Grade 6.
Generally, these clubs run from 3:00 - 4:00 PM. Students may then transition into the Dragons Den After School Program
until 4:30 PM. Please pack a water bottle as these are not provided. 

The Dragons Den After School Program (3:00 - 4:30 PM) contact number is 413-564-9842.

I give permission for                                                                       in Grade              to stay after school, 
and request the following schedule:

I agree to pick up my student promptly at the above-specified time. I understand that if I am consistently late for
pickup, my child may lose their placement in the Dragons Den Program. Attendance is taken. I understand that
space is limited, and by filling out this application, I am not guaranteed space in the after-school care for any or
all of the requested days. I understand that if, for any reason, my student’s schedule changes and needs to be
dismissed at the regular dismissal time, I will contact the school as soon as possible.

       Parent/Guardian Signature:                                                                                                                     

       Phone Number #1:                                                       Phone Number #1:                                                   

       Email Address:                                                                                                                                           

___ Monday:    
___ Tuesday: 

___ 4:00 PM   
___ 4:00 PM

___ 4:30 PM   
___ 4:30 PM

___ Wednesday:
___ Thursday: 

___ 4:00 PM   
___ 4:00 PM

___ 4:30 PM   
___ 4:30 PM

24-25 DRAGONS DEN:
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

MONDAY - THURSDAY

AFTER SCHOOL
UNTIL 4:30 PM

HOMEWORK HELP

SNACKS PROVIDED

FUN & GAMES LIMITED SPACE
AVAILABLE!
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JOIN THE FRRSDJOIN THE FRRSD
WELLNESS COMMITTEEWELLNESS COMMITTEE  

Interested in joining? Please reach out to Caroline at
cstamm@frrsd.org or calling 413-269-4466. 

The Wellness Committee is comprised of school
staff and community representatives whose
purpose is to recommend, review, and help

implement school district policies addressing
school nutrition, nutrition education, physical
activity, and related issues that affect student

health. 

The Committee meets up to 4 times per school
year in the afternoons and can be done via Zoom.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR INTERESTEDWE ARE LOOKING FOR INTERESTED  
PARENTS AND COMMUNITYPARENTS AND COMMUNITY

MEMBERS TO JOINMEMBERS TO JOIN

NEXT MEETING:NEXT MEETING:
SEPT 26TH @ 3:15 PMSEPT 26TH @ 3:15 PM

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link

