
04/11/2024

Dear Farmington River Elementary Families, 

It's been a busy and invigorating time for our school community, filled with
learning, growth, and plenty of fun!

On a fun note, last Monday, April 8th, we had an exciting celestial event—a
95% solar eclipse! 🌞🌑 This incredible phenomenon occurred during
dismissal, giving us a fantastic opportunity to witness the magic of the
universe. To ensure everyone stayed safe while experiencing this amazing
event, the district purchased solar eclipse viewing glasses for all students
and staff. With these special glasses, we were all able to enjoy the eclipse
safely and marvel at the wonders of the cosmos together. It was truly an
unforgettable sight! 

Our current Dragon Egg initiative is focused on environmentalism in honor
of Earth Day on April 22, aimed at promoting sustainability and eco-
conscious practices among our students. Throughout this initiative, we will
be encouraging students to demonstrate their commitment to caring for
our planet by reducing waste, conserving energy and water, reusing
materials, recycling, and more. This challenge provides an excellent
opportunity for our students to learn about environmental stewardship and
make a positive impact on the world around them. 

Additionally, I am incredibly proud to commend our students for their
exceptional display of grit and perseverance during this week's MCAS
testing. Facing challenges with determination and resilience, our students
approached the tests with confidence and a positive attitude. It's inspiring
to witness our students rise to the occasion and demonstrate their
readiness to tackle any obstacle that comes their way.

Next week, I encourage the staff, students, and families to kick back and
enjoy some downtime during April break. Spend some quality time
together and recharge your batteries!

Sincerely,
Laurie Flower, Principal

MCAS ELA Testing Grades 3-6:
Grades 5 and 6: April 8 & 9
Grades 3 and 4: April 10 & 11

PTA ICE CREAM SOCIAL
FRIDAY, APRIL 12

APRIL BREAK
APRIL 15 - APRIL 19

PTA READY TECH GO EVENT
THURSDAY, APRIL 25
TIME: 5 PM

PK & EK registration
Enrollment Screenings:
PK & EK: FRI., APRIL 26
TIME: 9:00 - 3:00 
Screenings are required for newly enrolled
students and are by appointment only.

STUDENT COUNCIL MOVIE NIGHT
FRIDAY, APRIL 26
DETAILS COMING SOON!
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The partial solar eclipse on April 8th was 
a mesmerizing spectacle, captivating the
imaginations of our elementary students.

With their solar eclipse viewing glasses on,
they gazed in wonder at the beginning 

stages of the moon passing in front of the 
sun. It was a fantastic learning experience,
fostering curiosity and excitement about 

the wonders of the universe. Students 
were able to take their glasses 
home with them to share the 

experience with their 
families.

SOLAR ECLIPSESOLAR ECLIPSE
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Students show off the new graphic novel
spin-off from the Magic Tree House series!
The series has recently been added to the

Farmington RIver library collection and
has been VERY popular!

During the all-school walk and around the school, and right
after the announcement of the new Dragon Egg’s initiative,
many of our students picked up trash and debris around the
school, without any prompting by adults. With a spirit of
environmental stewardship, they worked together to
beautify our school grounds and surrounding areas. Their
actions exemplify our commitment to caring for our
environment and making a positive impact in our
community.
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ENVIRONMENTALISMENVIRONMENTALISM

Kindergarten students' writing has really taken off this
month! Students are using their letter-sound knowledge
from Unit 3 of Fundations to write sentences that have
been dictated to them. They are also practicing spacing,
punctuation, and high-frequency words. 

KINDERGARTEN WRITINGKINDERGARTEN WRITING

Is technology a hot topic in your household? Is your student asking for their
own device, more freedom online, more screen time? How will you know

they are ready? 

Join the PTA and other families for a workshop and conversation to help you
answer these questions for your family on Thursday, April 25 at 5:30 at

Farmington River Elementary! We'll reflect on screen readiness, 
talk about tools and resources that help families determine screen

 readiness, and discuss digital life. Dinner will be provided, 
along with supervised activities for the kids!

Click here to register to join this exciting event!

READY, TECH, GO! WITH THE PTA!READY, TECH, GO! WITH THE PTA!

Dominos and Legos are a crowd favorite in
Dragons’ Den After School Care. Students
explore the endless creativity of building

new creations and toppling endless
dominos!

AFTER SCHOOLAFTER SCHOOL

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZx4YdEg4EH3LIyBWO-ZXBvDrp1k7mP6Adbu4uK0DHRRo_Yg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Student Teacher Highlight:Student Teacher Highlight:  Grace Egan Grace Egan
This is my second year at Farmington River! I started in the fall of 2022 working as a
student teacher in 4th with Bethany Mielke. I graduated from Westfield State in May 2023 with
my Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Liberal Arts. I was able to come back full-time for this
academic school year. I’ve been bouncing around as a building substitute, but most recently, I’m
finishing up my practicum in 2nd grade with Sarah Tracy!

About Me:About Me:  

I have two brothers and one sister. I’m the third out of four kids! My
older brother is 29, my older sister is 26, and my younger brother is 19.
I’m from Cape Cod, and my parents live in Barnstable. We have two
standard poodles named Copper and Koda! They are the life of the
party.

Family:Family:

I believe in creating a positive classroom environment where
students can thrive academically, socially, and emotionally. I
believe in uplifting students while also differentiating instruction
to best fit their individual needs.

Philosophy:Philosophy:

I recently finished up my two-week takeover in second grade! Throughout the two weeks, we had many
different areas of focus. In ELA, we spent time looking at the elements of fairytales. We read different classic
stories such as Cinderella, Red Riding Hood, and Goldilocks. In math, we learned about measurement. We
used different tools to measure length like tiles, rulers, yardsticks, and tape measures. We even made our
own rulers! In science, we learned about landforms. We created postcards that included landforms, and
then physically built those landforms out of clay. It was a fun two weeks!

Lesson:Lesson:

I love to cook, bake, swim, exercise, watch movies, and spend time
with my family and friends. I was a dancer for fifteen years, and
danced competitively for 8! I loved it and have so many great
memories of traveling to dance competitions. I love all things Disney!

HOBBIES:HOBBIES:

First grade students work on improving their reading and writing skills through a
variety of different activities each day. Our ELA block starts out with drilling all of
our sounds and trick words. The line leader leads this daily activity. After our
phonics lesson, students practice the daily phonics skill(s) through the use of
magnet boards or white boards. Students enjoy using popits to help them sound
out their words. First graders then move into literacy centers. This consists of 2, 20
minute centers that they rotate through each day. Centers include Guided
Reading with Mrs. Martin, Poetry Center or Scholastic News with Mrs. Olds, and a
variety of independent centers that include the listening center, work on writing,
word work, or independent work. On Fridays we rotate through a variety of literacy
games. Below is a collage of first graders at work during their literacy block.

LITERACY CENTERS IN GRADE 1LITERACY CENTERS IN GRADE 1



03-28-24 Newsletter   |   555 North Main Road, Otis, MA   |   frrsd.org   |   413-269-4466   |  pg. 5

Local Events

This is the 5th year of the FRRSD Community Productions project, funded in
part by grants from MCC, Otis and Sandisfield Cultural Councils.  The

program promoted student-driven productions with assistance from local
community experts in theater and dance/choreography.  This year

Berkshire Pulse choreographer, Tom Truss, has been providing
choreography workshops for the cast so they can learn about stage

movement and choreography for the musical numbers.  Also returning is
our extraordinary accompanist, Isabel Marcheselli, from Westfield.  Isabel has
also volunteered to work with cast members on voice lessons to help them

sing with more confidence.

This year's show is centered around a Harry Potter-type character and his
family who are living as undercover environmental activists attempting to
stop a villain from exerting mind control over chemical plants dumping

toxic waste in rivers and streams. The cast is composed of students in grades
K through 6, with a backstage crew to handle scenery changes and lights.  

There will be a 50-50 raffle as well as refreshments for sale.  
The performance is free and open to all!

2023-2024 
FRES
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Archives

Friends of the Otis

Library, 

Book Sale and More! 

at Otis Ridge Ski Lodge, Rte. 23, Otis
 Saturday, April 20, from 10 am - 4 pm

Tons of gently used books, puzzles, games,
CDs and DVDs, very reasonable prices. 

Stock up for rainy days.  The Ridge
Canteen will be open for soft drinks and
light snacks (ice cream, chips, candy).  

For info, contact
FriendsOtisLibrary@gmail.com, 

or call/text 413 429-1083.

SCHOOL SPONSORED Events

WHATEVER
HAPPENED TO HARRY
THURSDAY, MAY 30TH, 2024

6:30 PM

Save the Date: FRES Spring Musical

FRIDAY, MAY 31ST, 2024

1:15 PM

AT FARMINGTON RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1EyTIJEL7UDF3Cz7VGR1CycKMKKvxvrkn?usp=drive_link
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