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Dear Farmington River Families,

It was, as usual, a busy and productive week at the Farmington River Elementary School.  I am sure
you will enjoy the photographs and articles presented below.

There will be a FRRSD School Committee meeting on Monday, March 6. You can join the meeting
virtually by using this Zoom Link. The second trimester ends next Friday.

You may notice that the sign outside the school on Route 8 does not have any upcoming events.
We are working on refurbishing it so you will have to rely on the website and the weekly newsletter
for upcoming events.

Have a great weekend.

Sincerely,

Rob Putnam
Interim Superintendent

You can access all previous editions of the Farmington River Elementary School Weekly Family
Newsletter at this link: Newsletter Archive

Read Across America Week
At Farmington River Elementary School, Dr. Seuss' birthday is an especially exciting day! The school
community comes together to celebrate the beloved author's life and work with various activities and events,
including a visit from Officer Messina, who read a book to the entire school with Archer. Students are
encouraged to dress up daily based on a different Dr. Suess-based theme and participate in reading buddies
and mystery readers programs inspired by his books. The classrooms are adorned with colorful decorations
and artwork created by the students, bringing a festive atmosphere to the school. The day is filled with
laughter, fun, and of course, lots of learning! Farmington River Elementary School is just one example of the
many schools and communities around the world that come together to celebrate the incredible legacy of Dr.
Seuss on his birthday.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89838637800?pwd=QzdIMkIwVCtSK0RxTEdpU29PVGkxdz09
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kW_LSeJbp8sZNRPKFZkyAjBwB5krO7sm?usp=sharing


Dragon Eggs Incentive Focusing First on Kindness Off to a Great Start
The Dragon Eggs school-wide incentive program, which focuses on promoting kindness among students, is
off to a fantastic start! Since its launch, students across all grades have eagerly participated in this program,
displaying remarkable levels of kindness towards one another. Catching students being kind as a part of the
Dragon Eggs Program has been incredibly successful, with teachers and staff reporting numerous examples
of students going out of their way to help others. We are thrilled to see our students actively seeking out
opportunities to be kind and compassionate toward each other. The program has not only created a positive
and inclusive school environment, but it has also encouraged our students to become better citizens, showing
kindness and compassion towards everyone they encounter. It is truly heartwarming to see our students
embodying these values and making a difference in their community.



Lockdown and Reunification Training Schedule
The staff meeting on Wednesday, March 8, has been rescheduled to Thursday, March 9. The state

police will be coming to do lockdown training during the meeting. ALL after-school programs will be canceled
on that day.

Lockdown Training - Thursday, March 9 at 3:10 PM
Reunification Training (PD Half Day) - Friday, March 17, 12:30-1:45 PM
Lockdown Drill - Tuesday, March 21 at 10:00 AM



Thank You to our Incredible PTA
On behalf of the entire school community, we would like to express our sincerest gratitude for your generous
donation of a new book for every student during Read Across America Week. Your kindness will make a
significant impact on our students and their love for reading. The gift of a new book not only provides students
with new and exciting stories to explore but also encourages them to continue to read and grow their literacy
skills. Your dedication to our school and its students is truly remarkable, and we are honored to have such a
supportive and caring PTA. Your donation has not only enriched our school community, but it will make a
lasting impact on the lives of our students.

Unfortunately, due to shipping errors, some of our books have not arrived yet. Once all the books have
arrived, they will be disbursed to the students. Here is a photo of the books that are here so far.

PreK News
March came in like a lion in EarlyK. The children delighted in making their lion/lamb mask (their
choice) to welcome in our new month! We all hope March goes out like a lamb!

Fourth Graders Post About Kindness!
In the spirit of kindness and our Dragon Eggs program, fourth graders have been reading quotes
about kindness all week and posting their ideas to Padlet (an online bulletin board platform). See
below one of the quotes they chose to dissect and their thoughts about how it connects to our
theme!



PE Fun
Students had an opportunity this week to try out a new piece of equipment - the “Spooner Board”!



1st graders enjoyed sitting inside their “parachute igloo!”

A Special Visit From Officer Messina & Archer



See images and stories below to learn about this incredible opportunity!

We would like to thank Officer
Messina and Archer for their special

visit to our classroom. We greatly
appreciate that you were interested

in hearing our essays about the
importance of training service dogs

inspired by two Scholastic Magazine
articles “A Hero’s Best Friend” and
“Training Time”. Thank you for your

specific feedback regarding our
wonderful written work, emphasizing

the importance of having strong
writing skills in our future careers,

and being willing to participate in so
many photo shoots during your visit.
We are over the moon that it went

well and look forward to more visits
in the near future! 🐾

The fourth grade was excited about Archer and
Officer Messina’s visit for many reasons. One
reason is we worked hard on our essays. This
was cool because we worked on it to read to
them. Another reason is that we used the
writing process. This was good because we had
organized essays to read and share. Lastly, we
got to take pictures. This was exciting because
Officer Messina and Archer listened to our
essays and then we took pictures with them.
These are only a few reasons why the 4th
graders were excited about the visit from Officer
Messina and Archer.
By: Thomas & Tori

Officer Messina and Archer just came to visit
our classroom on Thursday March 2nd and did
many things. One thing they did is they listened
to all of our essays about trained service dogs.
This was amazing because then we got some
good feedback. Another thing they did was
share some new facts they learned about
trained service dogs. Some things they learned
were how they wake humans up during bad
dreams, opening doors for people in
wheelchairs, and sniffing out dangerous foods
for people with allergies. Lastly, they took a
picture with the class. This was fun because
then we got to put it in the newsletter! These are
just a few things that Officer Messina and



Archer did!
By: Emma & Alex

March 2nd, 2023 was an amazing day for many
reasons. One reason is we got to see Archer.
For example we shared our essays. Another
reason is we took pictures. This was good
because we got some with Archer and Officer
Messina. Lastly, we got to pet Archer! This was
awesome because we got kisses from him, too!
These are just a few reasons why 3/2/23 was
awesome!
By: Satpal
It was amazing to see Archer for many reasons.
One reason is we read essays to him. This was
good because he loved it. Another reason is
that he let us pet him. This is nice because we
got more happy. Those are a few reasons why it
was amazing seeing Archer!

On Thursday when Officer Messina and Archer
came over to listen to our essays it was
awesome for many reasons. One reason is
because they learned a few things. For
example, they learned that service dogs can
sniff out foods that the owners are allergic to.
They also learned that service dogs can wake
their owners up during bad dreams. This is only
one reason why when Officer Messina and
Archer came to visit it was amazing!
By: Isla & William

We felt awesome and safe during this visit for
many reasons. One reason is we loved how

Tuckered out after a long day’s work.



Archer posed for the pictures. This was
awesome because we have never really seen a
dog do that! Another reason is we felt that he
was listening and looking at us when he learned
something new or different. This was cool
because we could tell when he was really alert
and focused. Lastly, we felt like he was good no
matter what when he was here (or anywhere).
This felt good because we could tell that he was
so well trained. Those are just a few reasons
why we really enjoyed this visit with Archer and
Officer Messina!
By: Olivia and Khyia

Art

An Art Exhibit is being set up in the main entrance hallway of oil paintings done by participants of Art
Club, along with “Assemblage” Mystery Box pieces created by 4-6th grade artists.  The next time you
are in the building, be sure to stop and enjoy these wonderful masterpieces.

Student Council Update
At the last Student Council Meeting, officers discussed the possibility of one more fun after school
event before the end of the school year.  The two most popular ideas were hosting an end of the
year dance or having a “hide and seek” tournament.  Both activities would be scheduled for June
and would require the help of parent volunteers/chaperones.  The logistics of both ideas will be
discussed further and one final event will be chosen by the officers before the end of March.  If any
parents would be interested in helping organize the last event/activity in June, please contact Laura
Catullo at lcatullo@frrsd.org

Counselors Corner:

mailto:lcatullo@frrsd.org


This week the classes have been learning and focusing on integrity! This big word was new for some of our
students, and for others they knew exactly what it meant. While all of us are familiar with honesty and truth
telling, integrity takes us to the next level. What would you do if no one was watching? Would you make the
same choice as if someone was? During the integrity unit the students will continue to learn about honesty
and integrity, personal choices and perseverance. Many students this week began learning about this through
role plays and different scenarios discussed. They also have been and will continue to attach their emotions to
their discussions, and how it feels to do the right thing if someone is watching or not.

LOOKING FORWARD

Musical Rehearsals have begun for actors in grades 4-6!!

The Rehearsals for the musical began this week, Thursday and Friday, March 2nd and 3rd, from 3 until 4 pm.
Actors in grades 4-6 should attend as many of the rehearsals as possible.

Parents, please note that there is no rehearsal Thursday, March 9th, due to a staff meeting.

There is also no rehearsal on Friday, March 17th.

Children in grades 2 and 3 who will be performing will join rehearsals on Fridays beginning in April.  The first
Friday in April is a half day, so there will be no rehearsal that day.  Rehearsals will start Friday the 11th for all
children in grades 2 and 3 and any other children in the lower grades.  A reminder form will be sent home in
March to parents who indicated that their child would participate in the musical.  Rehearsals for children in
grades 2 and 3 will run until 4 pm on Fridays beginning in April, while children in grades 4-6 will remain at
rehearsal until 4:30 or 5.  Parents should pack an extra drink and snack for their child on those days.






