F R R E S   P T O   M I N U T E S
Date: Thursday, October 11, 2012

Meeting called to order at 3:15 pm.

In attendance: PTO Board members Sherry DeCelle, President; Anastasia Stanmeyer, Vice President; Ilona Packie, Treasurer; and Kathy Adams, Secretary; Faculty Members Mary Turo, Principal; Chris Keller, Teacher; Committee Heads/Parents, Shanon Albee, Craig Drenga and Kathy Couch; Student Haley Couch.

Minutes approved from previous meeting.

Voted and approved: $250 expense for SaveAround Coupon Book fundraiser to be covered 100% by PTO.

Voted and approved: $750 for 7 hours’ time of visiting Discovery Dome Planetarium (travel expense graciously discounted by the company). Expense to be covered by PTO.

For Our Calendars:

Discovery Dome Planetarium†(details below). Friday, November 9
Book Fair. November 5–9

Dr. Seuss’ Birthday. Friday, March 1, 2013

† New Business

For Our Calendars, ongoing:
PTO monthly meetings. Second (2nd) Thursday of each month, at 3:15pm in Library.

PTO Agenda will be posted to school website on Fridays, prior to PTO meetings.

PTO Newsletter submissions are due third (3rd) Friday of each month, end of day, by email to: katlamixe@gmail.com.

Discussed: Mary outlined 2012-13 Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) profile for FRRES. 

Detail

FRRES is in the top 80% of elementary schools in the state at Level 2 in the MCAS profile. Massachusetts had to prepare their own accountability system to achieve a waiver for closing achievement gaps; FRRES did not meet all goals, but we are growing and headed in the right direction. Faculty is working very hard to increase our students’ scholastic achievements. This year, we have a new math instruction book to work at increasing math scores.

To be Level 1, we need to be on target at 75 points or higher, in the new accountability system. FRRES has 3 subgroups, being such a small school, and is thus only judged by the standard of those subgroups, which include students with needs and white students. There is a 4-year moving, weighted average; FRRES Cumulative Progress Index (CPI) was 55 last year; The State would like us to achieve a score of 75. We are working on pushing those kids who are close up from one level to the next. There are four levels of proficiency: Advanced, Proficient, Needs Improvement and Warning/Fail. We get credits for increasing the amount of advanced students from the previous school year; we also get credits for improving on warning/fail students. Assessment of student achievement trends is longitudinal and across the scale—not just vertical.

Enrichment Program: Science and Math. Rachel Bodine is a new teacher available on a rotating basis, between 1 – 4:30 pm. A certified science teacher, she has a degree in environmental science and was former educational outreach counselor at the Center for EcoTechnology (CET) in Pittsfield. Ms. Bodine will provide enrichment groups in science and math and after-school programming (based out of the computer room) to get 4th, 5th and 6th grades enthusiastic, engaged, and excited about math and science.

Enrichment Program: Spanish Language. In the interest of duplicating the successful Muddy Brook Elementary School program (which uses a lot of YouTube videos and game play in areas such as geography, food and culture), the intention is to provide exposure to the Spanish language. FRRES seeks an individual fluent in Spanish to oversee the program and provide teaching opportunities. Recommendations welcome; please contact Mary Turo.

Discussed: Haley Couch presented the Guinness Book of World Records Challenge, and an excellent, engaging job she did! 

Detail

The National Geographic Kids “Run for the Planet” for the Guinness Book of World Records Challenge is an event designed to inspire families and kids to do something good for the planet and for their own health, while helping break two Guinness World Records (see flyer for details, sent home to FRRES families). Seeking public support and participation. Event to be held Saturday, October 27, 2012, rain or shine, at the Izaak Walton League Field on Tannery Road off of Route 8 in Otis. Registration 9 am; run/walk starts promptly at 9:15 am. Please bring a pair of old sneakers with laces, which will be donated to the world’s longest chain of shoes in Washington, D.C. and then on to Nike’s ReUSE A SHOE program, to be recycled into athletic surfaces.

Discussed: Kathy Couch discussed Box Tops for Education program.

Detail

Box Tops for Education. Karen Yvonne will be spearheading the program, with Kathy helping. FRRES has collected $650 already! Last year, 35,578 points were earned in Campbell’s Labels for Education; two easels and two pair of scissors were purchased. MyCokeRewards.com earned us 4,326 pts last year. Families can even sign up with the Target RedCard program: www.target.com/redcard/application. Visit LabelsForEducation.com. Takeaway message is: “If you can do nothing else, collect box tops!”
Discussed: Sherry outlined the upcoming Scholastic Book Fair, November 5 – 9 (with enrichment activities held during the same week, including Teacher’s Dinner, November 7 and Discovery Dome Planetarium, November 9); SaveAround Coupon Book fundraiser results; formulation of the 2013 winter Ski Program at Otis Ridge; and new business, including Positive Promotions for Kitchen; Mahaiwe field trip; and Zoo on the Go.

Detail

Annual Fall Scholastic Book Fair will be held this year November 5–9, with the community invited to shop for books and participate on the day of parent-teacher conferences, which has been the biggest sales day. It will be open all week during the day, with hours extending into the evening TBA.

Teacher’s Dinner will be held on November 7, during the week of the book fair. This event will be held on the same day as Parent-Teacher Conferences. Sherry is working out the menu and food arrangements, TBA; volunteers are needed to help out. Permission has been granted by Micah Stone to use the kitchen after hours, provided cleanliness is maintained and tidy conditions are respected.

Discovery Dome is a portable, state-of-the-art, all-digital 360 degree planetarium with over 25 educational programs—the largest and most varieties of programs in New England. A total of twelve shows is being planned to span 7 hours. The show will begin late morning. Families will be able to return late afternoon into early evening to attend a show. This enrichment activity shall be held on November 9, during the week of the book fair. Volunteers and food item donations are needed.

the Berkshires 2013 SaveAround Discount Savings Book fall fundraiser results are in, and the student body should be proud to have achieved their goals. We needed to have 350 books sold, minimally to have a profit margin of $10 (or 50%) per book—and with a 61% participation rate, a total of 369 were sold! Net profit was $3,690. The participation rate was on par with that of last year’s Cash Calendar.

Five kids sold 15 books each! Top Producers: 

Abrianna Chaffee, Makenzie Chaffee, Nya Chaffee, Haley Couch and Kelly Couch

Prize: $15 gift cards to Target, for their diligence and commendable effort. 

Top Selling Classroom: 

6th Grade, with 69 books sold. 

Prize: movie and pizza party, provided by the PTO.

Student Raffle Winners:

$50 Amazon Gift Card—1st Grader Donald Scaglione

$25 Amazon Gift Card—2nd Grader Mackenzie Chaffee

$25 Amazon Gift Card—5th Grader Melanie Cardaropoli

Staff Winner:

$50 Amazon Gift Card—2nd Grade Teacher, Ms. Kalisz

2012 Winter Ski Program at Otis Ridge will be run this year by Mark DeCelle and Craig Drenga. Jamie, an associate with the ski resort, is thrilled with the “Pillars of Standards” program being continued for good, appropriate behavior in students. Same cost as last year; $65/person, with $25/child subsidized by the PTO. Ski season rentals are just $79, with rentals freely available to take to other resorts. Dates TBA (generally, the Ski Program occurs in early January and runs for apx 6 weeks).

Positive Promotions for Kitchen gives Micah Stone a budget of $200 to keep incentive items on hand, such as stickers, to reward children for eating their vegetables, etc. and displaying healthy eating habits.

Mahaiwe Field Trip for Cirque Shanghai: Bai Xi to be held April 26th, 2013. Grades K-6 will attend. For every 10 tickets FRRES buys, we receive one complimentary adult ticket. $6/child; bus transportation; adult chaperones. Ticket cost is apx $600 - $700. Grant request is being submitted to the Otis Cultural Council.

Zoo on the Go from Forest Park cost is apx $200 plus travel costs; PTO will pay for this program for the PreK group, since they will not attend the Mahaiwe theater event. The zoo visits the school. Animals typically include a porcupine, a giant turtle, snakes and a hedgehog.

Discussed: Ilona outlined the state of the PTO Treasury. 

Detail—overview

$13,738- $6,987 (Classroom Account Balances) = $6,751 present balance in PTO Registry.

Detail—credits

$7,200 Deposit from SaveAround Coupon Book fall fundraiser.
Detail—debits
$500 Seed Money was granted for the archery program.

Meeting adjourned at 4:50 pm.

Next Meeting: Thursday, November 15th at 3:15 pm in School Library.

