
F R R E S   P T A   M I N U T E S

Date Thursday, May 14, 2015
Meeting Called to Order 3:15 pm 

In Attendance Officers Sherry DeCelle, Ilona Packie and Kathy Adams; Faculty Members Tom Nadolny, Principal and Chris Keller, Teacher; Committee Heads, Parents and Guests Anastasia Stanmeyer, Craig Drenga, Wendy Berman and Kathy Couch

Motions Voted and Approved

Minutes from previous meeting
Nature’s Classroom $5 per student

New slate of PTA Officers for 2015-16 year

Calendar, New

Gaia Roots Performance T June 9

Field Day M June 15 (rain date T June 13)
Calendar, Ongoing

PTA Meetings 2nd Thursday of month at 3:15pm, Library

PTA Agenda posted to school website on Friday prior to meeting

PTA Newsletter submissions by 3rd Friday of month to katlamixe@gmail.com
Treasurer’s Report 

Good standing. Few checks not cashed (incl one Cash Calendar winner). Donation back for $80 from another Cash Calendar winner. Box Top earnings check for $372 (collected over 2.5 mos). Spent on Grumbling Gryphons, Lion King, Jr. Cast Party and Sunshine gifts for assorted staff members. Current balance $19,448 (minus classroom accounts, $10,949). Very healthy account for this time of the year.

Requested to consider paying Flying Deer Nature Center full rate; coffers doing well, FDNC a local organization + we may have continued relationship. Current agreement $1,800 ($600 more meets regular rate $2,400). TBD.

Mr. Keller requested $5 funding ($165 total) for 33 children in Nature’s Classroom to visit concession stand on field trip, as granted last trip. Voted yes.

Special Guest, Bob Rosen from Otis Citizens for Connectivity

Purpose: to educate and inform town about WiredWest initiative. 32 towns in consortium. Otis second largest # of households, behind Becket. Blandford, Monterey, Becket voted in favor; Sandisfield to vote on S 5/16. Need 640 T households in Otis to signup (to date, 361 household registrants; need 279 more). Finance and Select Boards 100% behind bringing broadband into town. Biggest obstacle: residents cite already having DSL—why do they need to signup for fiber? 

Lowell McAdams, Verizon CEO: “... everywhere we have FiOS, we are killing copper.” Once DSL gone, only cell phones and data plans (with data caps) will be available locally. Parents with no or limited  access burn gas to sit outside libraries for children to do homework. Fiber to cover phone, TV and internet service. Annual town meeting next Tuesday, May 19, including slide show. Otis Citizens for Connectivity requesting PTA and school help educate people that DSL is going away. Wendy working with Peter Langmore of Blandford to help distribute materials.

School unfortunately cannot distribute materials on behalf of a for-profit company. On W May 27, WiredWest board members to make presentation to Finance Board and Select Board.

Principal’s Report: GaGa Pit

Concern came up from a lot of kids: on blacktop, scraping hands and knees a big deal (in gym on smooth wood floor, no trouble). Need padding beneath pit outdoors. Company recommended astroturf outdoor carpeting. At est 20 x 22 ft, apx 440 sq ft area, cost $300-$400 (up to $15.50 per sq yd at Home Depot). Will need to deal with exposed seam to lay smooth, discourage tripping. Plan to leave GaGa Pit up outside for summer. Tom will field pricing and do deal legwork; Craig then steps in, collects check and picks up materials.

Campbell’s Soups Labels for Education: great news from Mr. Nadolny and Kathy Couch, Coordinator FR is one of 1,000 schools given an extra $1,000! Question posed: what can be done with money to benefit all the kids, beyond Teacher Appreciation or Screen Free Week activities? Not a food item, in other words. Something tangible. Suggestions: wireless microphone, Port-O-Let in lower field.

Anastasia Stanmeyer, Screen Free Week recap

F 5/8 $350 dinner / swimming, 45 people ($159.41 Price Chopper; 36 youth passes $5 ea, $180 total).

W 5/6 Hike w/ Mr. Keller, 25 people. $33 T cost, bottled water + snacks. Location great; some may have felt it was too distant to join in. Also, there was already baseball plus another after-school activity; need to consider schedule conflicts next time. 

M 5/4 $200 bingo + popcorn paid for by Rec Center, apx 70 people. 

Screen Free Week T cost: $680. 28 pledge cards submitted. In past, a real gold coin given to children for complying. Next year, should have teachers be more involved, encouraging screen free activities. It was mentioned that in past years, there was a kickoff event.

Gaia Roots Concert and Square One Art Fundraiser: Kenly Brozman, coordinator

T June 9 Gaia Roots Concert at 6pm, partly sponsored by OCC, SCC and PTA. 

Put “Save the Date” blurb out in PTA newsletter plus FR internal advertising. Sherry to ask Ilona to send a “Save the Date” for parents. Suggested to contact Lynn Minery and include in town calendar, plus contact library, OCC and SCC calendars—blanket community. Seeking parent donations of dessert, cheese and crackers to follow show. 

Square One Art Fundraiser: Laura Catullo confirmed on board as willing participant. To facilitate planning, Kenly would like to discuss ideas with Laura in anticipation of September, as not yet determined whether fundraiser is officially on board). TBD at PTA Appreciation Luncheon.

Teacher Appreciation Week recap: co-coordinators Kathy Couch and Sherry DeCelle

$750 apx cost: plants, decor, paper products and food ($250 massage) (T reduction from last year’s 1k). Sign up Genius worked well. Everything ran smoothly. Plant Raffle for teachers. Ilona was invaluable again with helping and keeping on eye on things. Jane and Lynette also were a great help.

Schedule:

M  Breakfast 
T  Desserts
W  Soup / Salad

Th  Chair Massage / Ice Cream

F   Snack / Appetizers

Things to do for 2015/16 school year:

• Scale back. Shift to a more personal focus from students and families via crafts, notes. More kid-centered, less about PTA providing. Ideas: cut out hands; students wear teacher’s favorite color; have parents take the time to write a letter; line a wall with paper for students and parents to write notes to teachers; have kids wear their teacher’s favorite color for TA day. 

• Do not schedule at same time as Screen Free week.

• Two planning sessions: meet at 2 months, then again at 1 month before event. 

• Have everything done prior to April vacation, so the week back is just one person obtaining decor and supplies, another person doing shopping trip for food. 

• Send out paper request for help and donations before April vacation; then a reminder after vacation.

• Plan on purchasing basic, plain paper/plastic products for entire year in advance with tax-exempt, instead of going and buying for each event. Keep it simple.

• Set up day before, much as possible (setup Friday for Monday). Have someone come in at end of day, put away all foods, clean and restock.
• Teacher Questionnaire of favorite things.

• This year, PTA provided M&Ms with a poem in all staffs’ mailboxes; do something similar and small next year, perhaps a popcorn “popping in to let you know you are appreciated” note.

• Keep same amounts of foods for next year (not a lot of leftovers).

• Mr. Keller presented idea of parent volunteers to spot teachers for 45 mins, where they do an activity with the classroom to make little books with students about what they appreciate in their teachers. Very meaningful to teachers. However, logistics of covering all teachers is a challenge.

Teacher Appreciation Week in 2016: Monday, May 2nd through Friday, May 6th. 

Teacher Appreciation Day itself is on Tuesday, May 3rd.
President’s Report

Kathy Couch motioned to approve new Slate of New Officers (uncontested), Anastasia Stanmeyer seconded the motion: Wendy Berman, President; Craig Drenga, VP; Kathy Adams, Secretary; and Ilona Packie, Treasurer. Unanimous vote with all in attendance: Sherry DeCelle, Ilona Packie, Kathy Adams, Chris Keller, Anastasia Stanmeyer, Craig Drenga, Wendy Berman and Kathy Couch.
PTA Appreciation Lunch Date

Sherry to email with potential dates.

Meeting Adjourned 4:45 pm

Next Meeting PTA Board Transition Meeting, TBD

