
F R R E S   P T A   M I N U T E S

Date: Thursday, February 6, 2014

Meeting Called to Order at 3:15 PM. 

In Attendance: PTA Board members Sherry DeCelle, President; Ilona Packie, Treasurer; and Kathy Adams, Secretary; Faculty Members Mary Turo, Principal; Chris Keller, Teacher/Faculty; Kathleen Bracken, Librarian; Melissa Costa, Teacher/Director; Committee Heads/Parents: Shanon Albee, Wendy Berman, Craig Drenga, Gail Kusek, and Kenly Brozman.

MOTIONS VOTED AND APPROVED: Minutes from previous meeting. 

Calendar, New Items 2014:

Wednesdays, Jan 8 - Feb 26. Annual Ski Program at Otis Ridge.

Wednesday, February 26. Pizza celebration night at Otis Ridge to cap off Ski Program.

Selling second week of January, through end of February. Cash Calendar.

Monday, March 3, 2014. Read Across America.

Friday, March 7. Berkshire South Swim night and dinner, 4-7.

Saturday, April 12. Ice Skating event tentatively set at Amelia Park, Westfield.

Mon-Fri, May 5-9. Screen-Free Week.

Mon-Fri, May 5-9. Teacher Appreciation Week.

May 5-15. MCAS testing in grades 3-6.

Calendar, Ongoing:
PTA monthly meetings. Held second Thursday of each month, 3:15pm in the Library.

PTA Agenda will be posted to school website on Fridays, prior to PTA meetings.

PTA Newsletter submissions requested within one week following PTA meetings, usually by third (3rd) Friday of each month, emailed to: katlamixe@gmail.com.

Treasury Report to date. 
Checking account balance: $16,858
Classroom account balances: $8,223
Payable to Otis Ridge ski program: $3,500
Cash Calendar prize money collected: $2,275
Therefore our balance net of liabilities: $2,860

Appreciation was expressed by the President for the formal staff Thank You to the PTA.
Swim Berkshire South event update.

Friday, March 7. Begins at 4:15. Dinner to be served.
Ice Skating event update.

Saturday, April 12. Ice Skating event tentatively set at Amelia Park, Westfield. Skating 3-4:20; party room available 2:30-5:30 (cost was $424 last year).

Screen-Free Week discussion of tentative schedule.

Week of May 5:

Monday, 5/5 - Craft event held at school 3-5; featuring Bisque, Beads & Beyond

Tuesday, 5/6 - Chris Keller hike 3-5; Kathy Bracken library activity 3-4

Wednesday, 5/7 - * night off from activities *
Thursday, 5/8 - Bingo event held at school 5-8 (food 5-6, bingo played 6-8)

Friday, 5/9 - TBA concert at the Knox
Principal’s Report.

MCAS testing, May 5-15, grades 3-6. Screen-Free and Teacher Appreciation Week events held during same time. We are the only school in Berkshire County doing Screen-Free Week! Source of pride.

Chili Cook-Off update.

14 entrants. Held 6-9 pm. Power cords/strips needed; please label and keep in car. Supplies set. Chris will man the kid’s table, with mac ‘n cheese and carrot sticks. The Highland band to play 7-8:30. Bake sale. Girl Scouts cookies sale. 50/50 raffle. JoAnn Austin donated cash to the Chili Cook-Off event, since she cannot be present.
Cash Calendar update. 

1,400 printed. All tickets out in circulation. Trying to get unsold turned back in, since sellers are on a waiting list for more tickets. 2k deposit. Staff portion of ticket sales are at $700 so far, which is great.
Ski Program update. 
February 26 now bumped up to be the last week, since February vacation and frigid weather issues have delayed the program. Chair Mark DeCelle will be out of town. Sherry will stand in with support to help with final night pizza party event at Knox. Week of February 12, Megan Phair leading a move to get teachers out skiing with students. Suggestion that next year, first 2 lessons held 1.5 hours to help shake off the rust and solidify training. Also, looking into possibility of lessons being held earlier, in late afternoon after school, rather than when dark and colder at 6 pm.
Summer Event update.
Wendy, Kenly and Ilona will meet next Thursday 2/13 regarding the upcoming summer event.

Meeting Adjourned at 4:15 PM.

Next Meeting: Thursday, March 13, 2014, 3:15 PM IN SCHOOL LIBRARY.

