
F R R E S   P T A   M I N U T E S

Date: Thursday, December 12, 2013

Meeting Called to Order at 3:15 PM. 

In Attendance: PTA Board members Sherry DeCelle, President; Ilona Packie, Treasurer; and Kathy Adams, Secretary; Faculty Members Mary Turo, Principal; Chris Keller, Teacher/Faculty; Melissa Costa, Teacher/Director; Kathleen Bracken, Librarian; and Rebecca Beham, Assistant Teacher/Faculty; Committee Heads/Parents: Shanon Albee, Wendy Berman; Craig Drenga and Kenly Brozman.

MOTIONS VOTED AND APPROVED: Nov 14 Minutes, from previous meeting.

Calendar, New Items:

Wednesdays, Jan 8 - Feb 12. Annual Ski Program at Otis Ridge.

TBA: target date Jan 31. Second Annual Chili Cookoff.

Selling second week of January, through end of February. Cash Calendar.

Mon Mar 3, 2014. Read Across America.

Mon-Fri, May 5-9. Teacher Appreciation Week.

Calendar, Ongoing:
PTA monthly meetings. Held second Thursday of each month, 3:15pm in the Library.

PTA Agenda will be posted to school website on Fridays, prior to PTA meetings.

PTA Newsletter submissions requested within one week following PTA meetings, usually by third (3rd) Friday of each month, emailed to: katlamixe@gmail.com.

ILONA outlined PTA finances. 
Minor expenses: Pizza party for Grade 5, SavAround, and Holiday Shop. Ilona to confirm Scholastic payment sent. $300 OCC grant to help support Bubblemania was received. $250 OCC grant allocated toward Screen-Free Week. 

WENDY discussed Chili Cook-Off.
John Berman not to perform, due to busy season and not wanting to perform at the Knox venue. Wishes instead to perform at outdoor local event. Sherry suggested a sequel to the Stanmeyer Gallery’s Silent Auction (held in 2012) may have more appeal for Berman; need to decide by January, and form committee. 

January 31 is target date for Chili Cook-Off. Hoping Richard Stanmeyer’s The Highland jazz band can again perform. Committee meeting to be held Mon 12/30 at the Knox. Chris again recommended the Pioneer Valley Fiddlers, or the Eagles Band.

SHERRY discussed Holiday Shop; Ski program; Cash Calendar; new business.
Holiday Shop is up and running.
PTA/Otis Ridge Ski Program 2014 

Ski program offered again this season, with Mark DeCelle and Craig Drenga to co-chair 

along with Jaime. Craig to help Mark especially in first two weeks. $25 for FRRES students only (not parents). Fee split: $40 students/$65 

resort. Skiing check for $1300-1400, PTA to Otis Ridge, to be written in March. 

Butternut more involved with Otis Ridge; said to be reopening Grouse House. Rebecca 

Bliven noted that one of OR’s owners passed away, so one of the original Butternut sons, 

Mr. Channing, took investment in the open position; the GB resort likes that OR trains 

children to become strong skiers, moving on eventually to Butternut. Shanon mentioned 

need for good environmental signage to direct young skiers; Wendy suggested 

customizing existing lawn signs. Note: if school is canceled due to inclement weather, the 

ski program will still be operating.
Cash Calendar 2014 

Sales to be second week of January through end of February. Tara has reported that John 

Fields committed as a $500 block again. Tara is trying to get cash and steer clear of gift 

certificates. Ten firm commitments in place. Melissa Costa’s sister owns Michael’s of 

Stockbridge, and would probably be interested; Rebecca Beham’s father has a business in 

Ashley Falls, also likely to be interested.

New Business
According to PTA bylaws, need to formulate nominating committee. New board members 

must be in place by end of May 2014. Term limits: 3 years. Those to be nominated must 

first be approved and asked.

PTA Christmas Gift to Staff
Teacher’s Lounge Keurig is on the blink; microwave is very small, long lines form; and 

electricity in bad location (being addressed by electrician). Staff request ideas include 

new Cuisinart Keurig with hot water drip; iPod docking station.

Meeting Adjourned at 4:00 PM.

Next Meeting: Thursday, January 9, 2014, 3:15 PM IN SCHOOL LIBRARY.

