F R R E S   P T A   M I N U T E S

Date: Thursday, October 10, 2013

Meeting Called to Order at 3:15 PM. 

In Attendance: PTA Board members Sherry DeCelle, President; Ilona Packie, Treasurer; and Kathy Adams, Secretary. Faculty Members Mary Turo, Principal; Chris Keller, Teacher/Faculty; Melissa Costa, Teacher/Director; Kathleen Bracken, Librarian; Committee Heads/Parents: Shanon Albee, Craig Drenga, Wendy Berman, Alicia Dunaj and Kenly Brozman.

VOTED AND APPROVED: The new PTA Bylaws; September 12 Minutes, from previous meeting; $100 “Ray of Sunshine” gift card for Mrs. Meyers, who is on leave of absence for a family medical need.

For Our Calendars:
Mon-Fri, Nov 4-8. Scholastic Book Fair week.

Fri Nov 8. Family Fun Night.

Weds Nov 6. Parent-Teacher Conferences.
Thurs & Fri, Dec 12 & 13. Holiday Shop dates.

Mon Mar 3, 2014. Read Across America.

Mon-Fri, May 5-9. Teacher Appreciation Week.
 For Our Calendars, Ongoing:

PTA monthly meetings. Held second Thursday of each month, 3:15pm in the Library.

PTA Agenda will be posted to school website on Fridays, prior to PTA meetings.

PTA Newsletter submissions requested within one week following PTA meetings, usually by third (3rd) Friday of each month, emailed to: katlamixe@gmail.com.

Discussed: ILONA outlined the state of the PTA Treasury. 

Detail 

The current net balance of the PTA account is approximately $4,628; this after accounting for the distribution of profits to Classroom accounts from Save Around Fundraiser. Classroom account balances are approximately $8,400. An exact accounting of classroom account balances will be provided at the November meeting.
Discussed: MARY updated the Wellness Policy.

Detail 

There are three separate holiday celebrations at FRRES—Halloween, the December Holidays, and Valentine’s Day. Last year, we made sure we had a “healthy mix” of offerings; this year, we can continue the same style “healthy mix” offerings, with fruit being suggested alongside “fun food,” for example, as children had received it well. This helps provide a guideline for Room Parents. The suggestion is to offer 100% fruit juice, along with 2 “healthy” offerings (fruit or vegetable platter; fruit kabobs; dips, such as yogurt; cheese + crackers or healthy Utz-type vegetable chip offerings) and 2 treat offerings (cupcakes, cookies).

Discussed: SHERRY moved for a vote to approve Farmington River Elementary School PTA, Inc. bylaws; a unanimous vote of members present approved the bylaws as read.

We also discussed Save Around Fundraiser recap; Scholastic Book Fair dates and details; Holiday Shop dates and details; and Benefit Concert/Chili Cook-Off dates and details.

Detail 

Mary Turo and 4 officers represent the Executive Committee for the FR PTA. All members (45) are entitled to vote. In general meetings, 7 members are needed to make a quorum.  The State of MA has now recognized that we are an incorporated PTA, and the new Bylaws replace the old set. Term limits are 3 years, unless there is no successor. Nominating committee is to be formulated apx 6 months prior to end of school year; they will come up with a ballot for next year’s members. Community members do not need to have a child in school in order to become PTA members. 

501c3 sales tax exemption certificate will be issued by the State of MA.

As of this writing, 288 Save Around Coupon Books were sold (with returned unsold books + further late sales still trickling in), disappointingly short of the target of 400 books. The agreement was that FRRES would earn $10/book if at least 350 were to be sold. Last year, the PTO raised $3,750 at $10 per book. It’s still profitable, and admittedly there are a lot of competitors in other school districts; perhaps the Save Around Coupon Books have run their course. The final tally is TBD.

2013 Scholastic Book Fair update. A meeting was held last week; the format will be similar to last year’s book fair. The event runs Mon Nov 4 – Fri Nov 8, during the week of Parent-Teacher Conferences (to be held Weds Nov 6). Committee members are: Sherry, Wendy, Shanon and Kathy Bracken. 

Set-up for the event will be Friday, Nov 1, with Wendy, Anastasia, Ilona and Sherry.

Mon Nov 4 and Tues Nov 5 are private preview days for students. 

Private preview hours on Monday, 9-11:30 a.m. and Tuesday, 12-2:30 p.m. 

Parent-Teacher Conferences on Wednesday, 12:30-6:30 p.m. (book sale open to public). 

Students shop on Thursday, 9-11:30 a.m. and on Friday, 12-2:30 p.m. (book sale open to public 4-8 p.m.). 

Friday is Family Fun Night, with dinner provided 5:30-6:30 p.m. (FR families only) The PTA will provide Pizza, Salad, drinks and dessert. Sherry will post a  a request to parents for dessert donations. Entertainment is to feature “Bubble Mania” 6:30-7:45 p.m. Casey Carl, Comic Bubble Artist can be viewed on YouTube. He requires rules for promotion, such as use of hi-res PR pix. 

Shanon will get info that Casey requires to Wendy, to assemble an ad for the Otis Gazette in time for the OG 18th of the month deadline. It was determined that a B&W half-page ad at $145 would serve best (as opposed to $75 for smaller ¼ page). Wendy will also create yard signs to advertise the event. There is an email blast planned for the ad that Wendy generates. Ilona will submit the ad to both the Our Berkshire Calendar and Berkshire Focus online community sharing/promotional sites. 

Inviting the public drives more traffic to the book fair; the goal is $3,700 in sales revenue this year. If this goal is attained, we reach 60% of “Scholastic Dollars” to spend on the FRRES library purchases. This has been the primary fundraiser to gain books for the school library.

Otis Cultural Council is invited to the book fair; they are very supportive of the school. Chris Keller will also invite the Sandisfield Cultural Council. 

Break-down and pack-out of the event will be following Saturday Nov 9, with Sherry, Craig and Kathy A.

Holiday Shop dates are set as Thursday & Friday, December 12 & 13. All are encouraged to pick up great gift ideas in a batch for $1 to $5 total, when seen out and about over the fall season, to be reimbursed by the PTA and placed in the Holiday Shop. Kenly suggested a donation area, like a thrift shop, of unused items. Boundaries can be set, such as no stuffed animals and no clothes. Bath sets, candles, etc “regifted” to the PTA are good ideas; all good as new, high-quality items.

Monday Mar 3, 2014 is “Read Across America” day. The PTA donates bookmarks and pencils; paper hats are created; older children read to the younger children. Chris Keller notes that kids love partner reading; he will help organize the event with Kathy Couch, in honor of Dr. Seuss.

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 5-9, 2014. Kathy Couch has offered to co-chair with Sherry. A committee can be formed. Kathy A. and Ilona have offered to sit on the committee. Shanon will confirm, but it appears this week’s dates are to overlap with Screen Free Week. Chris Keller has again offered to do his very popular, enjoyable hike during this year’s Screen Free Week. More about SFW TBA.

Benefit Concert/Chili Cook-Off update. John Berman, Wendy’s husband, has most generously volunteered to do a concert for a school fundraiser. The challenge is to pinpoint an appropriate venue for all, accommodating as best possible everybody’s preferences, comfort, needs and community enjoyment. 

Ilona checked with Klondike; there is an unheated area available, which does not sound tenable. Sherry checked with Gary at Crissy Farm regarding our using their space for the event during the slow months of winter. They have a bar, so there would be revenue generated in bar sales, and thus Gary would be open to considering hosting the event; however, the question looms how many local participants we lose by holding a Otis community event in Great Barrington, in the dead of winter. The suggestion was offered to consider the Town Hall grounds, for a warm-weather event; however, a mid-winter event, during post-holiday quiet season seems to abide well with the FRRES schedule and that of the community. 

It comes back to either the Knox Trail Inn, or the school. The conclusion was that we already have a database of people for the Chili Cook-Off from last year, which was well attended and participated in by the wider Otis community, featuring at least 20 contestants. Richard Stanmeyer’s band will also perform again. It was suggested that the cavernous sound quality of the Knox event room is improved and warmed by a large gathering, filling the space. Wendy will discuss situation and consensus with John. This year’s event is outlined as a “benefit;” therefore, we can charge admission at the door. Last year, admission could not be charged, due to OCC involvement. There is a need to set details as soon as possible, as the date nears; final location, dates and details are TBD.

Meeting Adjourned at 4:15 PM.

Next Meeting: Thursday, November 14, 3:15 PM IN SCHOOL LIBRARY.

