Farmington River Regional School District File:                          KCD 

PUBLIC DONATIONS, GIFTS, GRANTS, AND OFFERS TO THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Superintendent will have authority to accept donations, gifts, grants, and offers of services and equipment for the Farmington River Regional School District in the name of the Farmington River Regional School Committee when the donation, gift, grant or offer is of educational value. In the case of donations, gifts, grants, and offers from industry, business, or special interest groups, no extensive advertising or promotion may be involved in any donation to the schools. (See “Criteria” below.)

· Donations, gifts, grants, and offers should not be considered or used as a substitute for regular funding or staffing requirements.

· Donations, gifts, grants, and offers that would involve changes in school plant or sites will be subject to School Committee approval. 
· Donations, gifts, grants, and offers will automatically become the property of the Farmington River Regional School District. Any gift of cash, whether or not intended by the donor for a specific purpose, will be handled as a separate account and expended at the discretion of the Committee, as provided by law. The School Committee will honor the donor’s designation for the donation, as long as it is in concert with Criteria listed below.
· All donors will complete a Donor Application Form prior to any acceptance of any donation, gift, grant, or offer.
· Gifts of real property require the School Committee’s approval prior to acceptance.
· The Committee directs the Superintendent to assure that a written expression of thanks is given all donors, stating each donor’s contribution in the written expression. 
· Partner Organizations:

Recognizing the special and important role they play within the school, the Farmington River Regional Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), is considered a “partner organization” for purposes of the donation, gift, grant, and offers Policy. As such, the Farmington River Regional PTO is requested to submit an annual gift report at the end of each school year to the FRRSD School Committee. This annual gift report should outline the PTO’s contributions to the school, for informational purposes to the School Committee and for recognition by the School Committee of these contributions.

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING APPROPRIATENESS

OF DONATION, GIFT, GRANT, OFFER

The Superintendent is responsible for determining whether the gift is appropriate, based on the following criteria.

The donation, gift, grant or offer -

a. Will have a purpose consistent with those of the District.

b. Will be offered by a donor acceptable to the District.

c. Will not add to staff workload.

d. Will not begin a program for which there is an assumption or expectation of funding 

    from the District to continue the program once grant funds are exhausted.

e. Will not bring undesirable or hidden costs to the Farmington River Regional School 

    District.

f.  Will place no restrictions on school programs.

g. Will be consistent with the District’s educational standards for students.

h. Will not imply endorsement of any business or product.

i.  Will not conflict with any District policy, school code or public law.

j.  Will not create inequity between or among programs (i.e., Title IX) in the District.

k. Will be consistent with District’s procedures and other legal requirements regarding 

    the hiring and compensation of any and all employees (part-time, temporary, 

    permanent) whose services are to be paid for through donations, Donations, gifts, 

    grants, and offers, grants or offers.

District Definitions for Policy KDA:

Gift:

Any money, item or service (other than authorized and approved volunteer services) given to the School District or program by an outside source for the educational benefit of students.

Cash Donation:

Monetary funds contributed with or without conditions to the School District or program(s), i.e. Nature’s Classroom, etc., by individuals, groups or organizations. If the Donor of cash gift intends to attach conditions to the donation (to be used for a specified purpose), that purpose must be clearly stated on the Donor Application Form. 

Personal Property:

Tangible items of value other than real estate and exclusive of cash and/or

other tangible property; including donations or improvements to school buildings or grounds. Donations of personal property, if accepted, become the property of the School District.

Real Property:

Real estate including land, the buildings or improvements on it and its natural

assets such as minerals or waters.

Services:

Programs, admissions (reduced price to field trip venues, etc.), pro

bono assistance in an area for which a fee would routinely be charged;

special events including sports banquets, production of a program or guide promoting a school-related activity.

Grant:

Funding for a specific purpose, usually in response to a request for proposals, from an

external organization or governmental entity. Grants must be appropriated and expended from an approved and authorized grant fund established for this purpose.

Excluded from the “Donations, gifts, grants, and offers and grant” category are the state and federal competitive and entitlement grants dispensed through the Ma. Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education.

First Reading:    June 3, 2013

Adoption of Policy:  July 8, 2013
LEGAL REF.: M.G.L. 71:37A
SEE DONOR APPLICATION FORM ON NEXT PAGE.

Farmington River Regional School District

DONOR APPLICATION FORM

This first Section of this form is to be completed by the Donor and submitted to the Superintendent for review and approval prior to the acceptance of a donation, gift, grant and offers of services and equipment. Gifts of real property require the School Committee’s approval prior to acceptance.

SECTION 1 – to be completed by the Donor

TODAY’S DATE______________________________________

INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION MAKING DONATION___________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER_______________________________________ EMAIL ADDRESS_______________________________

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DONATION, GIFT, GRANT, OR OFFER:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

STATE THE APPROXIMATE VALUE OF THE DONATION, GIFT, GRANT OR OFFER: $__________________________
PLEASE DESCRIBE THE SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF THE DONATION, GIFT, GRANT OR OFFER, INCLUDING ANY CONDITIONS OR RESTRICTION ON HOW IT IS TO BE USED/SPENT:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MAY THE DISTRICT PUBLICIZE YOUR NAME/ORGANIZATION’S NAME?     YES ________   NO _________

SIGNATURE OF DONOR OR ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE__________________________________________________

SECTION 2 – to be completed by Superintendent and Administration

	ADMINISTRATOR
	   ACCEPT*
	 DECLINE*
	               SIGNATURE
	            DATE

	PRINCIPAL

(IF APPLICABLE)
	
	
	
	

	BUSINESS MANAGER

(IF APPLICABLE)
	
	
	
	

	SUPERINTENDENT

(REQUIRED)
	
	
	
	


*See “Criteria for Determining Appropriateness” and “Other Considerations” on second page.

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING APPROPRIATENESS

OF DONATION, GIFT, GRANT, OFFER

The Superintendent is responsible for determining whether the gift is appropriate, based on the following criteria.

The donation, gift, grant or offer –

a. Will have a purpose consistent with those of the District.

b. Will be offered by a donor acceptable to the District.

c. Will not add to staff workload.

d. Will not begin a program for which there is an assumption or expectation of funding 

    from the District to continue the program once grant funds are exhausted.

e. Will not bring undesirable or hidden costs to the Farmington River Regional School District.

f. Will place no restrictions on school programs.

g. Will be consistent with the District’s educational standards for students.

h. Will not imply endorsement of any business or product.

i. Will not conflict with any District policy, school code or public law.

j. Will not create inequity between or among programs (i.e., Title IX) in the District.

k. Will be consistent with District’s procedures and other legal requirements regarding 

    the hiring and compensation of any and all employees (part-time, temporary, permanent) whose services are to be paid 

    for through donations,  gifts, grants, and offers.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS TO DETERMINE APPROPRIATENESS 

OF DONATION, GIFT, GRANT OR OFFER

1. Please provide detail about any installation costs, site preparation, labor costs or equipment needed for installation and who will pay for these expenses.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the annual maintenance cost of equipment donated? Example- fencing a play area that has been donated, mulching under playground equipment, etc. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Are there any other additional costs to the District not stated above? Example – personnel required to supervise use of donated equipment or space, replacement costs, etc.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Does this donation require a Title IX review? If so, what other additional costs or requirements are being imposed to ensure compliance?


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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